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PREFACE
This special issue is devoted to nineteenth century Swiss of Ohio, and
it also commemorates the work of Dr. Adelrich Steinach who published in
1889 the book Geschichte und Leben der Schwei zer Kolonien in den
Vereinigten Staaten von Nord-Amerika. Although no edition of this work
exists in English, fortunately Picton Press republished it with a "Combined
Place Name Index" (pp. 393-412), an "Index of Place Names in Swiss
Cantons" (412-414 ), an "Index of Place Names in America" (415-420), and
an "Index of Personal Names" (pp. 421-525), expertly compiled by the
historian Urspeter Schelbert, an archivist at the Staatsarchiv of the Canton
Zug. These indexes make the book accessible to those who do not know
German since they can easily find a name or place mentioned in the book,
thus may assist people interested in Swiss in the United States. Wanting to
encourage a wider use of this important work by Steinach, I privately
contracted a linguist to translate sections pertaining to Ohio. The draft was
sent to Leo Schelbert who found the translation in need of additional work.
I was pleased when Prof. Schelbert not only offered, pro bono, to prepare
a new translation but suggested that the resulting text be issued as a special
issue of the SAHS Review on Ohio Swiss, a proposal which Editor H.
Dwight Page gracefully accepted. Steinach' s chapter, I hope, might inspire
others to sponsor translations for other States of the Union.
This special issue contains the following items: First it offers a brief
introduction to Adelrich Steinach's work which Urspeter Schelbert had
prepared for the Picton Press re-edition of 1995. It then presents a
translation of Steinach's autobiographical sketch and an annotated
translation of the Ohio chapter, both by Leo Schelbert, followed by a
random selection of some biographical sketches concerning Ohio Swiss.
The sketch of Samuel Strasser Rickly [Rickli] of Columbus is taken from
Alfred E. Lee, History of the City of Columbus, Capital of Ohio, 2 vols.
(New York and Chicago: Munsell & Co., 1892), vol. 2, 833-836 . The
biography of Jacques Ritchie of Cincinnati L. Schelbert translated from
Armin Tenner, Cincinnati Sonst und Jetzt (Cincinnati, Ohio: Mecklenborg
& Rosenthal, 1878), 402-404, and is followed by two summaries about
Johann Eduard Frey and Johann Anderegg, based on the same work. The
Cleveland biographies are reprinted, by permission of The Wes tern Reserve
Historical Society, from: Cleveland and Its Germans [Cleveland und sein
3
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004
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Deutschthum] Cleveland, Ohio: German-American Publishing Co., 189798. Translated from the German by Steven Rowan (Cleveland, Ohio: The
Western Reserve Historical Society, 1998), 118-121, 158-163. Dr. John J.
Grabowski, Director of the Society's Research, reports that this title, as well
as its 1907 edition, are available from the Western Reserve Historical
Society; also The Jubilee Edition of the Cleveland Wachter und Anzeiger
which also contains "extensive information about the local Swiss
community." The Society, furthermore, holds "the minutes and other
archival records of a number of local Swiss organizations."
I thank the Western Reserve Historical Society for its permission to
reprint the biographical sketches, Picton Press for its permission to reprint
the introduction to the 1995 reissue of Steinach's work, and Leo Schelbert
for providing the annotated translation, the selection and, where needed,
translation of the biographies. Thanks also to H. Dwight Page, Editor of the
SAHS Review, who agreed to this special issue on the Ohio Swiss. May it
be but a first step in making available a translation of the entire text of
Steinach' s significant work.
Donald G. Tritt, Granville, Ohio
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ADELRICH STEINACH' S SWISS COLONISTS: AN INTRODUCTION

Among the millions of immigrants to the United States the Swiss
constitute only a small group. Their involvement in the emergence of the
United States to date has been portrayed only selectively or in relatively
brief encyclopedic entries. 1
But a vast number of essays and books on individual men and women,
families, and settlements do exist. 2
The book Geschichte und Leben der Schweizer Kolonien in den
Vereinigten Staaten von Nordamerika, however, compiled in the 1880s in
collaboration with the North American Griitli-Bundby the Swiss physician
Adelrich Steinach residing in New York City, is an early attempt at
presenting an overview of the involvement of Swiss in the history of the
United States. The book is at the same time an expression of the national
consciousness which swept Europe in the nineteenth century when nation
states increasingly reflected on their own past and their individuality as
nation states, a process which also sharpened the sense of nationality among
European immigrant groups overseas.3
Visible expressions of that sense are the grand national
commemorations staged in countries such as Germany or Switzerland. 4

* Reprinted by permission of Picton Press from Swiss Colonists in 19th Century America.
Edited by Dr. Adelrich Steinach. New Introduction and Index by Dr. Urspeter Schelbert
(Camden, Maine: Picton Press, 1995), vii-xi, with some minimal changes.
1
For three complementary overviews of Swiss immigration to the United States see the
entries "Swiss" by Leo Schelbert in Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups,
edited by Stephan Themstrom (Belknap/Harvard 1980); Dictionary of American
Immigration History, edited by Francesco Cordasco (The Scarecrow Press 1990); and Gale
Encyclopedia of Multicultural America, edited by Judy Galens (Gale Research 1995).
2
A provisional selective overview is Leo Schelbert, "Swiss Migration to the Territory of
the United States: A Historiographical Introduction," The Immigration History Newsletter,
edited by Carlton C. Qualey, 14, No. 2 (1982): 1-5. A large scale bibliography is in
rreparation.
See for instance Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities. Reflections on the Origin
and Spread of Nationalism. Revised edition. London: Verso, 1991, for an interpretative
view.
4
See for example Dieter Duding, "Deutsche Nationalfeste irn 19. Jahrhundert.
Erscheinungsbild und politische Funktion," Archiv fiir Kulturgeschichte 69 (1987): 371-

5
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004

7

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 40 [2004], No. 2, Art. 8
6

Review

[June

In large scale festivities the Swiss commemorated the emergence of
their Confederacy in the 14th century by a Rutlifeier, traditionally observed
in November, commemorating victoriously fought battles such as at
Morgarten in 1315, at Sempach in 1386, and at Nafels in 1388.5
In 1848, furthermore, the old Swiss Confederacy of semi-independent
states was transformed into a federal state by a new constitution, in part
patterned after the American one.
Until the later decades of the nineteenth century the Swiss in the United
States were, like other immigrant groups, tied together less by national
origin than by bonds of common language, religious persuasion, and
economic pursuits. Only gradually did the German-, French-, and
Italian-speaking Swiss abroad begin to view themselves foremost as Swiss.
They disengaged themselves ever more from other German-, French-, or
Italian-speaking immigrant groups and founded their own nationally
oriented societies. These met in their own locales and fostered what they
viewed as their own distinctively Swiss traditions. These processes
paralleled those observable also among the numerous other immigrant
groups of the United States. 6
In the second half of the nineteenth century numerous associations of
Swiss were founded. Steinach lists over 400 such organizations in his book
which consciously intended to nurture "Swissdom" besides pursuing other
goals such as health and life insurance, communal singing and yodelling,
the playing of Swiss music by brass bands or folkloric groups, Swiss
wrestling called Schwing en, sharpshooting, and the commemoration of the
founding of Swiss settlements in the United States. This was a wholesale
transference of Swiss forms of communal life to the United States which,
however, became also permeated by American elements. Thus it was not
unusual to parade in harmonious unity the allegorical figures of Helvetia
and Columbia, of William Tell and Washington in patriotic pageants. Such
festivities often were organized by groups of local Swiss societies which

388; Basil Schader, "Eidgenossische Festkultur" in: Handbuch der schweiz.erischen
Volkskultur, Bd. 1 (1992), 811-832.
5
The Swiss national independence day was for the first time celebrated on August 1, 1891
on the basis of a reference in the so-called Bundesbrief of 1291; for an authoritative recent
analysis see Peter BlickJe, "Friede und Verfassung. Vorraussetzungen und Folgen der
Eidgenossenschaft
von 1291," in: Innerschweiz und fruhe Eidgenossenschaft.
Jubiliiumsschrift 700 Jahre Eidgenossenschaft, edited by Hansjakob Achermannn, Josef
Bri.ilisauer, and Peter Hoppe (Olten: Walter-Verlag, 1990), 13-202.
6
For documentation see the articles for the various immigrant groups given in the
encyclopedic works listed in footnote I.
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pooled their resources to achieve greater visibility. Local, regional as well
as national events were thus celebrated and well attended by Swiss
regardless of their difference in language or religious persuasion.
The North American Griitli-Bund
The founding of the North American Griitli-Bund 7 in the year 1865
must also be seen against this background; it owed "its origin to a purely
Swiss patriotic idea." 8
The goals of the nationwide association are outlined in Article One of
the constitution of July 1, 1865, which reads in English translation as
follows: "The Grtitli-Bund of the United States of North America aims to
unite all Swiss benevolent societies into a closer league of friendship and
brotherhood and to promote education and fellowship among its rnembers." 9
The effort proved quite successful. The number of associated societies and
their members rose in 1887 from 7 founding branch societies representing
409 members to 39 organizations with a total of 2,185 members. By 1925
the Nord-Amerikanische Schweizer-Sund, as the association then called
itself, had reached its largest size, comprising 92 associated branches with
a membership total of 8,224 people. 10 The society pursued not only
benevolent and social goals, but also strove to educate its membership in
matters dealing with political and economic issues of the day. Results of
discussions were often reported in the Grutlianer, the association's
publication, in the form of cohesive position papers.
History and Life of the Swiss Colonies
In 1888 the Griitli-Bund decided to undertake a study of the history of
Swiss immigration to the United States. Letters were mailed to all branches

7

A Griitli-Association was founded in 1838 in Geneva by men from the Canton St. Gallen ;
see P. Brandt, "Grtitliverein," in: Handbuch der schweizerischen Volkswirtschaft,
Sozialpolitik and Verwaltung, Vol. 2 (Bern 1905): 451-458. The name derives from Riitli,
respectively Griitli, the place where men from Uri, Schwyz, and Unterwalden are said to
have pledged in 1291 by oath allegiance and mutual support in case of need. They thus
became the ftrst Swiss confederate states of an emerging Swiss nation.
8
See Nordamerikanischer Schweizer-Bund (Union Hill, NJ 1916), 5, a publication
celebrating the organization's fiftieth anniversary.
9
In the context of the anti-German hysteria that swept the United States after American
entry into World War One, most of the Bund 's German language documents were destroyed
as a protective measure.
'°See Leo Schelbert and Urspeter Schelbert, "Portrait of an Immigrant Society: The North
American Griitli-Bund, 1865-1915," Yearbook of German-American Studies 18 (1983):
233-254.
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as well as to many individuals. Dr. Adelrich Steinach, a member of the
committee for intellectual endeavors of the Griitli-Bund, accepted the
meritorious but also complex task of compiling the history from the replies
received, from the annual reports of the numerous Swiss societies as well
as from the accounts in the Amerikanische Schweizerzeitung and the
Amerikanischer Schweizer Kalender and on the basis of his own experience
of thirty years in the United States. The result was a book of 375 data-filled
pages. 11 It is not known why Steinach and not the North American Griitlibund, which had initiated and commissioned the study, published the book.
Steinach had it printed by his acquaintance Conrad Bryner at 234 Eldridge
Street, New York, who at one time had also published the Society's paper
called The Griitlianer. Financial considerations may have forced the Bund
to abandon the project. The book was distributed also in Switzerland by the
bookseller Albert Muller of Zurich. Steinach does not call himself the
author of the work, he was simply the compiler and editor of the data it
contains. Thus the book is not a balanced portrayal of Swiss immigration
to the United States, but rather a most valuable, if eclectic collection of
numerous small and single data on Swiss immigrant men and women, on
Swiss settlements and their social and cultural life as well as on the
involvement of Swiss in the American economy . The work reveals on the
one hand the concentration of Swiss in the urban centers of the East and
West Coast, on the other it also shows the wide dispersal of Swiss over the
whole United States. Steinach's work then presents a rich inventory of the
mainly 19th century activities of Swiss and their organizations up to 1888
as reported by individuals and some printed sources. The numerous data
should not be accepted at face value, however, but as a valuable starting
poinr and whenever possible should be corroborated from other critically
assessed sources.

Severin Adelrich Steinach
Severin Adelrich Steinach was born on April 27, 1826 in Uznach,
Canton St. Gallen, the son of Anton Steinach (Nov 19, 1781-Feb 1, 1851),
a saddler by profession, and of Franziska, born Geer (July 5, 1799-Dec 5,
1829). 12 He attended the Gymnasium in Kreuzlingen from 1842 to 1843,

11
The material that was the basis of Steinach 's compilation was undoubtedly far larger than
what he could include in llis work, unfortunately it must be considered lost.
12
On Steinach see Paul Oberholzer, "Der Uznacher Arzt und Schriftsteller Dr. Adelrich
Steinach (1826-1892) und seine Auswanderng nach Amerika" (Uznach, separately printed ,
1977), 32 pp., first published in the St.Galler Volksblatt (April 13, 15, and 20, 1977). It
includes a letter written by Steinach to his brother , dated February 12, 1855; see also Albert
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later in St. Gallen and, finally , in Fribourg , Switzerland , under the tutelage
of the Jesuits . In 1847 Steinach entered the University of Freiburg,
Germany , where he pursued studies in philosophy and theology . In 1849 he
returned to Uznach to fill the position of secretary in the administration of
the district Gaster. After his father's death in 1851 Steinach matriculated in
medicine at the University of Munich, continued his studies in Paris, and
eventually obtained his medical degree at Strassburg. Later he successfully
passed the medical state examination of the Canton St. Gallen. In 1854 he
emigrated to the United States where he arrived in New York on January 6,
1855. He first settled in Paterson, New Jersey, then moved to New
Brunswick , New Jersey, but in 1857 returned to New York to establish his
medical practice there. In 1865 he married Wilhelmina Snyder , and nine
children were born to the union. The son William also became a physician
practicing in New York , and the son Henry ran a pharmacy there. Steinach
himself lived in New York City until his death on August 15, 1892. He had
actively participated in the life of New York's Swiss community. In 1858
he co-founded the male choir Helvetia, in 1876 he served as president of the
political Swiss club , and in 1888 he was a member of the committee for
intellectual endeavors of the Grutlibund. During the Civil War Steinach
served in the Union Army with the final rank of regimental physician. He
was also interested in natural science and published in 1886 a two-volume
work titled System der organischen Entwicklung (System of Organic
Evolution) at the publishing firm Benno Schwabe in Basel, Switzerland.
Note on the Index of Personal Names and Place Names
Steinach ' s Geschichte und Leben der Schwei zer Kolonien (History and
Life of the Swiss Colonies) is difficult to use due to the absence of a
comprehensive index , a deficiency remedied in this new edition [of 1995,
Picton Press]. The index of personal names supplies the book ' s data on all
individuals mentioned. As far as the text allows, each person is identified
by place of residence , by profession and, in the case of immigrants, by the
place and canton of origin. No other sources were consulted to verify the
data given in Steinach's compilation. The identity of persons with similar
names was assumed with utmost restraint; only further research could
decide, for instance, whether the names Joh . J. Luchsinger, Johann
Luchsinger, and John Luchsinger, all of New Glarus, refer to the same
person or to different people.

Bartholdi, "Adelrich Steinach. Naturalist-Philosopher Physician, Author, and Historian ,"
in: Prominent Am ericans of Swiss Origin (New York: 1932), 134-135.
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The index of place names supplies information on all localities
mentioned in Steinach ' s book. They were also assigned to a specific State
of the Union, or a Swiss Canton, or a nation (using present-day borders). In
order to provide a general view of the regional distribution of American and
Swiss localities, all place names were also listed according to the American
State or Swiss Canton to which they belonged.
Dr. phil. Urspeter Schelbert
Walchwil, Canton Zug
May 2, 1995
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If the editor dares to enter here [in Geschichte und Leben der Schweizer
Kolonien] the list of American-Swiss natural scientists, he does not do it
because he assumes to have achieved a name among them, but because he
has pursued studies in that field for more than twenty years.
The name Severin Ade/rich was given me at baptism on April 26, 1826,
on which day I was born in Uznach, Canton St. Gallen in the family of
Anton Steinach. At that time I did not know that to pronounce the name
would create such difficulty for Americans, otherwise I most likely would
have protested. After I had finished the schools of the small town, I went to
the Gymnasium Schools of Kreuzlingen, then of St. Gallen, and then to the
Lyceum in Freiburg in Switzerland where I simultaneously became the
home teacher of the princes Ghika von Jassy, from Wallachia, 1 who at that
time were taking instruction from Pere Girard, the famous teacher of
French.2 After the Swiss Civil War I attended the University of Frei burg im
Breisgau and studied there theological, philosophical, and natural science
disciplines. There my fellow student was the previously mentioned, later
Pastor Meury, now deceased.3 Because the revolutionary years 1848 and

1

Walachia is a region of southern Romania that in the late 14th century had come under
Turkish suzerainty. In 1565 Yassy became the capital of Moldavia and since the midseventeenth century emerged as a Romanian cultural center. The Ghika are a family of
Albanian origin which became powerful in the Danubian principalities of Moldavia and
Walachia, beginning with Gheorghe Ghika (c.1600-1664). The princes in question were
possibly the sons of Ion Ghika (1817-1897), from 1842 to 1844 professor of economics in
Jassy; he participated in the 1848 uprising and went after its failure into exile for some
years; later he returned to Romania and was active in Romanian politics.
2
Pere Gregoire Girard (1765-1850) was a Franciscan and educator in the mode of Heinrich
Pestalozzi (1746-1827), the major Swiss theoretician of new approaches to formal primary
education. In 1844 Girard published a 6 volume work titled De l 'enseignement regulier de
la langue maternelle dans /es ecoles et lafamille .
3
Johann Meury hailed from Blauen, Canton Bern, studied in Freiburg, Germany with A.
Steinach , got involved in the 1848 revolutionary agitation, was imprisoned, then freed by
friends . In 1851 he was ordained as a Catholic priest, in 1857 he became a Protestant and
emigrated to the United States , returned to Switzerland , married, and re-emigrated. He was
ordained as a Presbyterian minister, and in 1870 was pastor in Brooklyn. He died May 19,
1887. His son also became a minister and was pastor in Jersey City Heights. See A.
Steinach , Swiss Colonists, 60-61.

11
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1849 were not favorable to the muses, I gladly accepted the position of
district-office secretary for the Lake District offered me by the Executive
Council [Regierungsrat] of St. Gallen. Yet I held the position only for two
years and attended after the death of my father the University of Munich to
study medicine and fields of natural science under [Professors] Martius,
Kobell, and Btichner.4 I continued the same studies at the French
Universities of Strassburg and Paris. Soon after graduation in Strassburg
and State Boards in St. Gallen I left the old homeland and landed on
January 6, 1855 in New York.
In order to explore a suitable place for the establishment of a medical
practice, I spent several weeks with my friend and former schoolmate Dr.
Ch. Cavelti in Staten Island. Paterson in the State of New Jersey was then
a swiftly rising small city with about 800 Germans, and since no German
physician had located there, I decided to establish there my medical
practice, and it proved to be a felicitous undertaking until in 1857 the
financial crisis not only closed half of the factories, but also depopulated
half of the city. I returned to New York. At the outbreak of the Civil War
I went at the end of 1861 as Assistant Physician into the field with the 103rd
New York Volunteer Regiment and returned with it in the year 1865 as
Regimental Physician. In the same regiment also the Swiss Max Tissot of
Neuchatel served as Assistant Physician.
Excerpts of the reports which I had sent to the Physician General from
the field were later published in the Medical History of the Rebellion. 5

4

Carl Martius (1794-1868) was professor of botany in Munich since 1826, after he had
undertaken a three year research trip to Brazil. Franz KobeU (1803-1882) was professor of
mineralogy since 1834. Biichner was perhaps August Wilhelm Biichner (1790-1849), a
chemist, although he was mainly active in Mainz.
5
See The Medical and Surgical History of the War of Rebellion (1861-65). Prepared in
Accordance with Acts of Congress, under the Direction of Surgeon General Joseph K.
Barnes, United States Army (Washington [D.C.] : Government Printing Office, Second
Issue , 1875), 108, 134, for two brief extracts, attributed to a "Report on the Medical History
of the 103d New York Volunteers. By A. Steinach, Assistant Surgeon 103d N. Y.
Volunteers." The first exerpt reads: "The regiment was again drawn up in line of battle on
the northern side of Antietam creek. We went into action one hundred and eighty-seven
strong, and lost eighteen killed, seventy-five wounded, and twenty-seven prisoners and
missing .. .. During the battles at South Mountain and Antietam, some amputations of the
thigh and leg were performed on the field; the result was unfavorable. I cannot remember
a single case in which such an operation was successful. In other cases, the operations were
performed in buildings prepared for temporary field hospitals . In general, the amputations
of an arm or leg were successful, while the thigh cases, with a very few exception, were
fatal."
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Since that time my medical practice has not been interrupted by an
unusual event.
In 1859 already I became familiar in the reading room of the Cooper
Institute 6 with a series of articles in the Revue de deux mondes by
Quatrefages, 7 titled "L' espece humaine," which explained to me the various
current, yet wholly different views concerning the evolution of mankind.
From curiosity and the thirst for knowledge I researched the validity of the
doctrines and became absorbed in all branches of science that could give me
relevant information. From Charles Darwin's work Of the Origin of Species
which appeared in 1856 to the letters of Karl Vogt 8 in Vienna's Neue Freie
Presse in 1877 I perused most relevant published writings and works, more
than 1400 in number, made excerpts, then published my views in a larger
work of two volumes, each of about 700 pages, which in 1886 appeared at
Ben[n]o Schwabe in Basel under the title: System of the Organic Evolution.
Among scholars there exist three different opinions concerning the
origin of the present world order. Some accept its creation according to the
story of the Bible. Others who follow the view of Cuvier\ the creator of
comparative anatomy, claim that "on earth there occurred after long time
spans several sudden revolutions. Each time the surface of the earth was
transformed by elevations or depressions and all its inhabitants, animals as
well as plants, perished and after it new beings emerged. Guyot 10 attempts
in his work Creation to harmonize the latter doctrine with the Bible. In turn
the newer geologists, following the assertions of Lyell, Huxley, Hackel, and

6

In 1859 Peter Cooper , a philanthropist, established the Cooper Union for the Advancement
of Science and Art with a library and a free night school for the working class .
7
Jean Louis Armand Quatrefages de Breau (1810-1892) was a natural scientist and a lifelong opponent of Darwin's theory of evolution; see Dictionary of Scientific Biography, 11
(New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1975), 233-235.
8
Karl Christoph Vogt (1817-1895) published Vorlesungen iiber den Menschen: Seine
Ste/lung in der Schopfung und in der Geschichte der Erde. Giessen: J. Rickersche
Buchhandlung, 1863; the work appeared in English translation in 1864 in London . He was
a Darwinist and advocate of scientific materialism; see ibid. , 14 (1976), 57-58 .
9
Georges Cuvier (1769-1832) tried to reconcile the biblical account of creation with the
findings of paleontology and zoology and took a static view of the interdependence of
creatures; see ibid ., 3 (1971), 521-528.
10
Arnold Henry Guyot (1807-1884) from Boudevilliers, Switzerland, became professor of
physical geography and geology at Princeton University in 1854. In 1849 had appeared in
Boston a translation from the French of his Earth and Man, or Lectures on Comparative
Physical Geography in Its Relation to the History of Mankind. Although he maintained the
validity of the Biblical tradition, later in life Guyot accepted some evolution by natural
causes; see ibid., 5 (1972), 599-600.
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Darwin 11, claim that the transformations of the earth had occurred slowly,
gradually and that the now existing complex beings had evolved from
earlier simpler ones. The present creation was thus the result of a slow
evolution, the origin of the present creatures having evolved from previous
ones. The latter claim, the evolution of the present beings from earlier ones,
is rejected by L. Agassiz, 12 and he remained to his death the most stubborn
and able opponent of the doctrine of evolution or as it is called the
Deszendenz-Theory.
In the System of Organic Evolution 13 I examined this doctrine and with
modifications found it to be valid, yet I also demonstrated that this doctrine
has nothing to do with materialism because it only attempts to explain the
evolution of beings, yet does not address their material and mental origin,
thus to oppose it on that basis rests on a prejudice.

Source: Adelrich Steinach,
Geschichte und Leben der Schweizer Kolonien (1889), 355-357.
Translated and annotated by Leo Schelbert.

11
Charles Lyell (1797-1875) established the science of geology and in 1864 publicly
announced his support of Darwin's view of natural selection; see ibid., 8 (1973), 563-576 .
Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-1895) was a proponent of methodological agnostiscism, and
Ernst Heinrich Hackel staunchly supported Charles Darwin (1809-1882) and a worldview
based solely on science; see ibid., 6 (1972), 589-597 and 6-11; on Darwin ibid., 3 (1971),
565-577.
12
Jean Louis Rodolphe Agassiz (1807-1873), an eminent Swiss natural scientist, later
professor at Harvard University, remained a staunch opponent of Darwin 's evolutionist
views and maintained divine intervention in natural events; see ibid ., l (1970), 72-74.
13
Steinach advertised the book as System der Organischen Entwicklung, naturwissenschaftlichkritisch dargestellt von Dr. Adelrich Steinach in New York. Zwei Biinde von 640 und 683
Seiten. I. Band: Die Entwicklung der Pflanzen und Thiere. IT. Band: Die Entwicklung des
Menschengeschlechtes ; gedruckt in Basel , Schweiz , Benno Schwabe's Verlagshandlung,
1888. $5.00.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss2/8

16

et al.: Full Issue

ADELRICH STEINACH'

s PORTRAIT

OF THE

omo SWISS

The writer Raumer 1 calls Ohio "queen, wonder of the West" because its
fertility surpasses that of the Nile delta and also because of its beauty ....
Germans were the first settlers of Ohio and Swiss liked to live among
them ....
Cincinnati
The first mayor of Cincinnati, from 1802 to 1804, was the German
David Ziegler, 2 a fellow soldier of the Generals Lafayette and De Kalb. 3 Yet
his authority extended only to 800 citizens whereas now Cincinnati has
about 280,000 inhabitants, among them 80,000 foreign-born, but only about
1500 Swiss. The first larger numbers of settlers from Germany came in
1812 to Cincinnati. They were mostly Wtirttembergers and Swiss. Their
church was St. John's on Third Street. In the [18]20s the Swiss J. Fried . von
Salis 4 came here on his research trip to the American West and worked out
his results at this place ..
Until 1834 the small Cathedral Church on Sycamore Street sufficed for
the whole Catholic population of Cincinnati, then Bishop L.B. Purcell built
the first German Catholic church, Trinity Church and consecrated it on
October 5, 1834. 5 The German Catholic population must have grown very

1
Friedrich von Raumer, Am erica and the Ameri can People. Translated from the German by
William W. Turner (New York: J. & H. G. Langley ' s Astor House, 1846), 350: "the queen
and wonder of the West." The work had appeared in German as Die Vereinigten Staaten von
Nordam erika. Leipzig: F. A. Brockhaus , 1845; also in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania : J. H.
Schwacke , 1846; in 1849 also in Dutch .
2
On Ziegler see Armin Tenner , Cincinnati Sons/ und Jetzt (Cincinnati, Ohio: Mecklenbourg
& Rosenthal, 1878), Zweiter Theil, 5-11.
3
Marquis de Lafayette (1757-1834 ), a Frenchman and Continental General, and Johann
deKalb (1721-1780) , Continental Volunteer General , both sailed in 1777 to North America
to serve in the American Revolution; deKalb died from the wounds received at the battle
of Camden , South Carolina on August 19, 1780, Lafayette returned to France and actively
participated in the French Revolution .
4
On the widely dispersed , distinguished Swiss family von Salis see Historisch Biographis ches Lexikon der Schweiz 6 (1931), 15-20; no entry for a J. Friedrich , except
perhaps p. 20: "F . v. Salis im Ausland (neueste Zeit)."
5
John Baptist Purcell (1800-1883 ), of Irish descent , became first Catholic bishop of

15
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fast because already in 1837 Rev. Henni began to publish the Catholic
Wahrheitsfreund and continued to do so until 1843 when he became bishop
of Milwaukee. 6
Joseph Egli from the Canton St. Gallen left college in 1846 for America
and established himself as a lawyer in the firm of Egli and Dobmeier. He
was elected to the Ohio Legislature for several terms. Since he was a good
speaker, the Democratic Party sought his assistance in the 1856 election of
the presidential candidate Buchanan, and Egli spoke in favor of the
candidate also in New York. Still in his best years, death tore him from the
midst of a large family in 1876. The first singing festival held in the West
occurred on June 1, 2, and 3, 1849 in Cincinnati in which also the Swiss
Society participated. The painter M. Gronland, the Swiss G. Eschmann, and
the haberdasher [Posamentir] P. Ruhl were mainly engaged in the founding
of the first Sangerbund [Singing League].
Before the Civil War have also immigrated:
Jacob Ritschi, later Consul [of Switzerland], came in the year 1849 to
America and was active for 35 years in a fabrics store. 7
Mrs. Anna Harder is since 1847 in Cincinnati.
Johann M. Brunswick of the firm Brunswick and Balke is in America
since the forties and in Cincinnati since the fifties. 8
As is known, Nikolaus Longworth is the oldest and richest vintner in
Cincinnati, who however leased some of his vineyards to foreigners. One
of the tenants was also "father Ammann" , a Swiss, who in the year 1840
had taken out a lease on a vineyard, and died in 1852 due to the sorrow that
his grapes had rotted.
Johann Hostetter, Otto Anner , J. J. Stocklin, and the founders of the
Grtitliverein to be named later came in the 50s.

Cincinnati in 1833, archbishop in 1850; see M. P. Carthy, "Purcell, John Baptist," The New
Catholic Encyclopedia , second edition 11 (Detroit: Thompson & Gale, 2003), 819-821.
6
John Martin Henni (1805-1881) hailed from Obersaxen-Misanenga , Canton Graubiinden ,.
The Wahrheitsfreund, a weekly newspaper, appeared in Cincinnati from 1837-1907; it
"opposed slavery, prohibition , and autocracy ." Its '" Creed of a Nineteenth Century Citizen '
was a classical expression of belief in equality and tolerance. " In 1875 Henni became
Milwaukee's first archbishop ; see P. L. Johnson , "Henni, John Martin ," ibid., 6 (2003), 73334; see below, p. 52.
7
See Tenner, Cincinnati, 402-404; Ritchie born 1829, came with parents to St. Louis in
1833, then to Cincinnati; with his brother Caspar he managed a "Schnittwarengeschaft"
(404); for a biographical sketch, see below, p. 52.
8
lbid., 263-264.
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Cincinnati has three Swiss societies: a Benevolent Society, the Grutli
Society, and the Mannerchor [Men's Choir].
The oldest of these associations is the Grutliverein.
On the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary celebration held on
February 16, 1882 in the gymnastics hall, Mr. J. Schellenbaum in an
excellent speech gave an overview of the founding and activity of the
association up to that time. It was in the winter of 1856, he said, that the
Prussian Ruling House claimed to own Neuchatel and threatened the use of
armed force so that every Swiss thought his homeland [Heimat] to be in
danger so that also here meetings of Swiss were held in order to explore
how best to come to the assistance of the beleaguered fatherland. 9
Assistance was offered, but the Federal Council [merely] gratefully
acknowledged it.
On the occasion of those meetings also the desire was expressed to
found a new association, since previous Swiss organizations had come and
gone, and in the midst of February (15) the first meeting for the founding
of the Grutliverein was held in the Schweizerhalle, located at the east side
of Main Street , that was managed by the late upright compatriot Johann
Frey. 10 The purpose of the association was to be education and singing, but
soon only the latter was cultivated. The always beautiful patriotic songs
provided rich material, and under the competent direction of Mr. Coelestin
Bissig one practiced vigorously in order to commemorate the old homeland
in the jovial circle of friends. Sunday excursions were made regularly, as
for instance to father Hosli's place on the Vine Street Mountain.
But one also thought of the future. It was especially Richard Liithy who
died in 1881 and who in 1859, with iron energy and endurance together
with others, added to the association the goal of sick benefits and death
benefits, and from that time on the association grew steadily until it reached

9

The so-called "Neuenburger Handel" refers to the conflict between Wilhelm IV of Prussia
and the Swiss Confederation concerning the region of Neuenburg/Neuchatel. In 1707 the
area had come under Prussian sovereignty and also led to its closer alliance with the Swiss
Confederation . In 1848 an anti-royalist party overthrew the existing government. By 1857
war seemed inevitable , with Prussia mobilizing 130,000 troops and the Swiss 30,000. By
the intervention of England and Napoleon III a peaceful settlement was worked out and
Neuenburg became one of the Swiss cantons; see James M. Luck, A History of Switzerland
(Palo Alto , California : SPOSS , 1985), 390-393; also Edgar Bonjour , H. S. Offler, and G.
R. Potter, A Short History of Switzerland (Oxford: At the Clarendon Press, 1952), 277-280.
10
See Tenner, Cincinnati , 129-132.; born 1841, his parents emigrated in 1847 to Cincinnati ;
he followed his father who was a tailor to Cincinnati in 1853. He eventually built a
flourishing sea food business .; see below, p. 50.
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the respectable number of over one hundred members which by now has
risen to 107.
According to the report of then Association Secretary Johann Janzi, the
founders of the Association were J. J. Schellenbaum, Heinrich Pfister ,
Christian Kernen, Gottlieb Kernen, Jr., Anton Wickart and still 24 more, but
only the five mentioned are still living. 29 members have died since the
founding of the association; it has spent $15,000 for sick members and 23
widows besides 34 orphans and still has a remaining fund of $7200.
The old fatherland constantly received the tribute it deserved. There
was hardly a federal [eidgenossisches] sharpshooting or singing event to
which Cincinati would not make a substantial contribution, and where help
was needed, the readiness to give was most beautifully manifested. The
speaker referred to the fire of Glarus 11 on the occasion of which a
substantial sum was achieved by collections and the giving of a concert by
the Grtitli Singing Society for the support of those damaged by fire; to the
support for those who several years ago were hit so hard by floods as well
as by hail in some of the eastern [Swiss] cantons. And how beautifully was
the spirit of benevolence manifested when the inhabitants of Elm had been
hit by the terrible mountain crash. 12 As to the support rendered in the
adoptive country , the speaker mentioned the terrible fire of Chicago since
the Association had contributed for the fire damaged not only a substantial
sum from its fund, but also organized collections which yielded still greater
sums. 13 [He also referred] to the compatriots who had been in dire straits
because of the yellow fever epidemics in the South and received the
Association's support. 14

11
On November 10, 1861 two thirds of the town were destroyed by fire during a severe
Fohn storm, a hot southern wind which occasionally swoops down over the mountains into
the valleys; 2250 people lost their homes; see Historisch-Biographisches Lexikon der
Schweiz 3 (1926), 560; p.561 a lithograph from 1861.
12
Elm, a village in the Canton Glarus, was partly buried on September 11, 1881, by a huge
avalanche of boulders from the "Tschingel " section of the mountain ; 115 people perished,
90 hectares of land were devastated , 83 buildings , 4 bridges , and a slate mine were
destroyed ; see ibid., 3 (1926), 26 .
13
On October 8, 1871, after an unusually dry summer, fire had broken out on De Koven
Street and destroyed much of the city; for an informative documentary see David Lowe, The
Great Chicago Fire. In Eyewitness Accounts and 70 Contemporary Photographs and
Illustrations. New York: Dover Publications , 1979.
14
See Khaled J. Bloom, The Mississippi Valley 's Great Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1878
(Baton Rouge, Louisiana: Louisiana State University Press, 1993), 86-142: "The Epidemic
at New Orleans", and 143-198: "The Disaster at Memphis" .
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Cincinnati has the honor of having founded the North American
Grutlibund [Grtitli League]15 and to have hosted the first convention of the
delegates in its walls on July 1, 1865. In unison with other League brothers,
its two delegates S. Bischoff and H. Pfister strove to give the League a firm
foundation and chose the then most numerous and with intelligent members
richest Grutliverein of St. Louis to serve as the first Bundes-Vorort [League
Leader]. In quiet and stormy times the league brothers remained committed
to the league until the financial crisis of 1873 and unpleasant conditions
among the members caused them to withdraw from the league. The
Grutliverein in Cincinnati has nevertheless remained in contact and in good
harmony with the present Grutlibund, and also its patriotic feelings have not
diminished since it still celebrates annually the memory of the Rutlischwur
[Rtitli Oath] 16 as well as festivals commemorating important events in the
fatherland's history.
The national festival held in conjunction with other societies on June
27, 1880, was a nice success of unity for the Swiss of Cincinnati. Singing,
wrestling and other people's games recalled for participants the days of
youth in the old homeland and created among Americans an appreciation
for Swiss folk life. Also at the anniversary celebration of February 16, 1882
the life pictures of "The Death of Winkelried" 17 , "Move to the Alps",

15

See above, Urspeter Schelbert , "Introduction, " and its corresponding footnotes 7-10.
The Riitli or Griitli is a remote meadow located on Lake Uri, a section of the
Vierwaldstatter See, in English also called Lake Lucerne. According to chronicles it was
there where leading men of Uri, Schwyz , and Unterwalden met and concluded a sworn
league of resistance against Habsburg rule which was symbolized by the rule of bailiffs such
as Gessler who resided in castles. The stories of the Riitli Oath, of William Tell , and of the
subsequent destruction of castles had emerged into a cohesive pattern by the mid-fifteenth
century as chronicled in 1472 in the "White Book of Sarnen ", so called because of its white
cover. Today its accounts are viewed not as facts, but as creative symbolic expressions of
an emerging national consciousness of the Swiss Confederation , until 1848 a league of
semi-independent states. Especially after the emergence of the Swiss Federal State in 1848,
however , the accounts were celebrated as historical events and also observed among Swiss
abroad as reported for the United States by Steinach . Rudolf Denzler's illustration for the
50th anniversary book of the Grutli Bund highlights also the fusion of Swiss and American
motifs. For a concise discussion see Jonathan Steinberg , Why Switzerland, second edition
(Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 1996), 14-16. An extended Learned
treatise is Guy P. Marchal, "Die alten Eidgenossen im Wandel der Zeiten . Das Bild der
friihen Eidgenossen irn Traditionsbewusstsein
und in der Identitlitsvorstellung der
Schweizer vom 15. bis ins 20. Jahrhundert ,"in: Historischer Verein der Fiinf Orte, ed.,
Innerschwei z und fruhe Eidgenossenschaft, Band 2: Gesellschaft, Alltag, Geschichtsbild
(Olten, Switzerland: Walter Verlag , 1990) , 309-403.
17
The Battle of Sempach of 1386 , it has been claimed , resulted from expansionist Habsburg
16
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"Helvetia, Blessing the Three Men on the Rtitli" stoked the patriotic fire in
the hearts of the Swiss participants. The task to nourish this patriotism is at
present entrusted to J. J. Schellenbaum, president, A. Huber, secretary, and
Karl Aebi, treasurer.
Besides the Sick Benefit Society the Singing Section continued under
the auspices of the Griitliverein. Also a music section was founded, and
lovers of sharpshooting organized smaller sharpshooting festivals,
"Grtimpelschiessen" [amateur sharpshooting] at which the horny carbine
was not missing.
The Swiss Mannerchor [Men's Choir], which began in 1866 with 11
members, viewed the cultivation of fellowship and song as its main goal. It
too realized that all beginning is hard and, to assure its continued existence,
thought it better to change to a mixed choir. It celebrated its first
anniversary as Alpenrosli. Yet for many years it is active again as a men's
choir from which a small group of members have distinguished themselves
as the Zillerthaler Alpen-Quintett.
The number of members of the Mannerchor reached 78 who practiced
at Elm Street 380 and entrusted the association's interests to the care of
President Emil Schmid, Secretary Heinrich Bolzhausen , and Treasurer
Johann Hofer.
The Swiss Mannerchor, which has always had effective leadership, has
shown that it knows how to make the patriotic tunes appreciated at the very
many festivals and concerts held especially in the last years, and also at its
participation in festivities of other associations.
At the folk and wrestling festival of June 14, 1885, held at the Lookout
House and at the same place during the Centennial festival of Cincinnati on
September 16, 1888, it proved itself as a well trained choir by the
presentation of patriotic songs. The festival commemorating the battle of
Sempach in 1886 was a beautiful expression of the members' still vibrant
patriotism.
Cincinnati's
associations appear to appreciate especially the
presentations of the Zillerthaler Terzett and Quintett Emil Schmid, Leo
Hug, Otto Anner, [and] J. Blaser. They are always welcome guests and at
visits of festivities, as at the outing of the Swiss Mannerchor to the honorary

policies on the one hand or, on the other, of an unwarranted aggressiveness of the cantons
of Central Switzerland, especially Luzern. On the debates about its background and
development see Peter Blickle, "Friede und Verfassung : Voraussetzungen und Folgen der
Eidgenossenschaft von 1291," lnnerschwei z, Band 1, 50-54 ; for a brief sketch see Luck,
History of Switzerland , 63-64; be comments p. 63: "The impressive victory of the Swiss ...
was glorified in various sagas and heroic poems" (64) and also celebrated by Swiss abroad.
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member Rudolf Salzmann in Hamilton where they were received most
honorably by the compatriots Heinrich Moser, Josef Muller, Arnold Rusch,
Johann Weilenmann, Klemens Muller, F. Nell, Johann Heller, and J. Hohl;
they met with enthusiastic response at the dedication of the flag of the
Garfield-Liederkranz on June 12, 1887 and at the concert of vocalists and
instrumentalists of the Odd Fellows Choir on October 21, 1888.
The Swiss Benevolent Society was founded on July 10, 1871 for the
support of needy compatriots. It has a fund of $597, 70 active and 22
honorary members who have entrusted the Society's interests to the
executive board: President Louis Fischer, Secretary J. J. Schellenbaum and
Treasurer J. J. Abbihl. 18
The 16. annual report covering January 1 to December 1887 shows an
income of $698 and expenditures of $101. The income comes from
membership dues, an occasional gift from private persons and the proceeds
from concerts of Swiss associations.
Although membership has always been relatively small, its benevolence
has nevertheless already made some significant contributions. The Society
sent $357 to Zug for those damaged by water and, besides Cincinnati's local
poor , supported also many Swiss immigrants. Unfortunately here like
anywhere else there are many such indigent compatriots who trust more the
benevolence of others than their own efforts.
If one considers the number of Swiss who in Cincinnati occupy offices
of trust or own businesses, one must admit that here too Swiss knew how
to gain respect to a high degree from their fellow citizens.
In the fifties Josef Egli from St. Gallen was in the State Legislature; in
1871 John M. Brunswick from the Aargau; city councilors were: the
Brunswick mentioned, J. J. Abbihl, and in Newport Tobias Widdrig.
In the customs office: Ernst J. Graser, license clerk: Karl Benziger.
In Cincinnati is located the [Swiss] Consulate of the 6. District which
covers Ohio and Indiana. Until 1887 Jacque[s] Ritschie was Consul, Vice
Consul Kaspar Ritschie. 19 As their successors were installed on April 17,
1887 Robert M. Kurze as Consul and Charles J. Karrer as Vice Consul
whose consular office is at the corner of Plum Street and Miami Canal.

18
John Abbihl was born in Switzerland , moved with his parents to Cincinnati in 1860, to
a farm near Cleveland, and by 1863 had settled in Cincinnati where he served as a
Republican on the City council for three terms. He was treasurer of the Swiss Benevolent
Society for 10 years. See Henry A. Ford and Kate B. Ford, compilers, History of Cincinnati,
Ohio (Cleveland , Ohio: L. A. William s, 1881), 503.
19
See footnote 7.
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Rev. Martin Henni worked here as Catholic parish priest and as editor
of the Catholic Wahrheitsfreund from 1837 to 1843. 20 At the beginning of
the sixties also Franz Xaver Fassbind worked for this newspaper before he
had gone to St. Paul.
As Protestant pastor J.P. Gerber.
Physicians are: Dr. C. Ltitzelschwab and Dr. Julius Mennet.
Attorney and public notary J. J. Gasser; musician, Lampert from Luzern.
Factories and larger business are managed by: J.M. Brunswick & Balke,
billiard factory; Brothers Benziger of Einsiedeln, branch of the publishing
house; John R. Laubi, stone quarry; Johann Anderegg 21 , meat market;
Heinrich Jenni, tobacco and cigar store; Biedinger and Diem, stationary
store; Ltithy and Jost, spice house; J. C. Hofstetter, cheese store; J. J.
Schellenbaum, printing establishment.
Hotels and restaurants are managed by: Victor Aberle, N. Baumeler,
Johannes Hofer, 0. Anner and Gloor; W. Pope, J. Spalti, Otto Hof.
All kinds of trades are also plied by Swiss.
Especially in the last five years many have passed away who had been
residents of Cincinnati and had been very respected there.
Ernst J. Graser, a long time official in the customs office, founder of the
Swiss Men's Choir, excellent singer and wrestler, and an active member of
the Benevolent Society, died on April 17, 1884.
Thomas Bissig, a skillful lithographer and musician, since 1853 in
America, member of several Swiss associations, died in 1886.
Mrs. Karolina Probst, midwife , who reached the age of 70,
Mrs. Anna Harder from Garns, Canton St. Gallen, who was a great
benefactor of the poor and lived to 90 years, both died in the year 1886.
Johann M. Brunswick from Bremgarten, born 1819, came to New York
already in 1837. He worked first in a wagon factory, then became a steward
on a steamboat. But already in the 1840s he began to manufacture billiards
and, together with his business associate Balke, developed this enterprise
into the largest [of its kind] in the United States. Having become wealthy
and respected, he was elected by the citizens of Cincinnati to the city

20

See footnote 6 and below p. 52 .
Johann Anderegg was born in 1811 in Reigoldswil , Canton Basel; he emigrated in 1828,
went to Buffalo , then Pittsburgh, and in 1844 served in the Pennsylvania Legislature. In
1846 he went to Memphi s, then to Lawrenceburg , Indiana. In 1863 he built up the firm
Anderegg ,& Roth, Pork & Bee/pack ers in Cincinnati where he settled in 1872; see below
p. 51.
21
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council and then to the State Legislature where he always advocated
progress. He died July 26, 1886.
At the same time also Konrad Lohbauer died, a machinist, earlier
president of the Grutliverein of New York and the Allgemeine
Hulfsgesellschaft [Benevolent Society]. He reached 47 years.
Nikolaus Kalin from Einsiedeln, died at age 70 on July 31, 1887.
Hermann Steinauer, also from there, 54 years old, died December 23,
1887. Both were members of the Benevolent Society.
Johann Hofstetter from Gais, Canton Appenzell,a pioneer of Cincinnati
and a veteran of the Civil War, and Julius Suter from the Canton Aargau,
also a war veteran, died, the first in October 1887, the latter in January
1888.
J. J. Stocklin of Benken, Baselland, born 1834, came to America
already in the fifties, joined during the Civil War the 6. Ohio Regiment and
was severely wounded at the knee in the Battle of Stone-River. After the
war he operated a restaurant in Cincinnati for 12 years, became a member
of the Benevolent Society, of the Swiss Men's Choir and a trustee of the
Grutliverein. He died, universally respected and beloved, on June 19, 1888.
Heinrich Jenni of Schwanden, Canton Glarus, who had managed a tobacco
and cigar business for many years, member of the Benevolent Society, the
Swiss Men's Choir and long-timer treasurer of the Grutliverein, died at age
48 on August 24, 1888.
Cleveland
Cleveland Ohio, the second largest city of the State of Ohio and called
Forest City because of its numerous boulevards, is one of the most beautiful
cities of the Union, located at the mouth of the Cuyahoga River on Lake
Erie and has 240,000 inhabitants, among them however only about 2000
Swiss. It is the seat of important factories and wholesale businesses dealing
with Canada and the mining regions of Lake Superior.
Before the year 1852 very few Swiss had settled in Cleveland.
Johann Bigler from Bern came most likely in the forties. He was a
sculptor and acquired a significant fortune.
Johann Roniger from the Aargau immigrated to here in 1848, first was
farming in the city's vicinity, then managed a restaurant until he died.
N. Neracher and AdolfNeracher, both from Wettingen, CantonAargau,
building contractors, came in 1851 to America and became well-to-do.
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W. Neracher arrived at about the same time, went during the Civil War
into the military, returned as officer, and invented several patents, from the
proceeds of which he now lives. 22
Rudolf Winzenried of Belp, Canton Bern, immigrated in 1852, also
joined the saviors of the Union and since then operates a gold and silver
goods establishment.
Joseph llitz from Siggenthal, Canton Aargau, also an old war veteran,
manages a grocery. 23
H. Vogeli from the Canton Schaffhausen, since the beginning of the
1850s in Cleveland, manages a farm near the city.
J. J. Ri.iedi from Gachlingen, Canton Schaffhausen, an immigrant of
1852, manages an extensive hat and fur business.
J. Richner from Windisch, Canton Aargau, here since 1852, has a
cheese store.
H . Hausheer from Zurich, since 1851 in Cleveland, manages a passable
meat business and had been police commissioner.
J. Oertli from Ennenda, Canton Glarus, an old settler, manages a
hardware store and had been a member of the city council.
A. Moser from Burgdorf, Canton Bern, since 1862 in America,
participated in the Civil War and thereafter held a position in the postoffice.24
Theodor Riesterer from Belp, Canton Bern, an immigrant of 1852, was
for 22 years in the shoe business and is now an insurance agent.
Of these pioneers Th. Riesterer, Arnold Moser, J. J. Ri.iedi, also L. F.
Wilhelm from Schiers, Canton Graubtinden, 25Heinrich Eichenberger from
Beinwyl, Canton Aargau, Wirth, besides several others, came together on
September 14, 1872 and founded the first Swiss Society in Cleveland; since
then three more [societies] have been established, that is the Helvetia
Society, the Women's Support Society, and the Swiss Benevolent Society.
The Swiss Men's Choir and the singing sections of the Helvetia Society
and of the Women's Support Society as well as at times a Gymnastics- and
Wrestling Club and a Drama Association cultivate singing and fellowship.
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See below for a biographical sketch, reproduced from Cleveland and its Germans
[Cleveland und sein Deutschtum], published by the German-American Biographical
Publishing Company, Cleveland, Ohio 1897-98, translated from the German by Steven
Rowan (Cleveland, Ohio: The Western Reserve Historical Society, 1998), 120-121.
23
See below p. 62, from ibid., 162-163.
24
See below p. 25, from ibid., 159-160.
25
See below p. 61, from ibid., 161-162.
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1. The Swiss Society , founded on September 14, 1872 for the purpose
of mutual support of the members in cases of sickness and death, quickly
increased in members and joined in March, 1873 the North American
Griitlibund. Due to a large membership and industrious activity it soon
became an eminent section, and in recognition of these achievements the
Griitlibund chose it as the Bund ' s leader [Vorort] in 1885 and again in 1887
for a second term . At present Christ. Schiipbach ,26 President, Josef Gut,
Vice President , Edward Hindermeister, L. F. Wilhelm. M . Knobel, Th.
Riesterer, Secretaries , and H. Eichenberger, Treasurer. All are old
association veterans who know how carefully to steer the ship through the
most varied storms. That they are also filled with a patriotic spirit is evident
from the fact that the Executive Board sent via telegraph friendly 1887 New
Year's Day greetings to the Swiss Federal Council.
The Swiss Society has 178 members with an association fund of nearly
4000 dollars which at present are entrusted to J. Oertli, President, A. Moser,
Secretary, F. Zwicker, Treasurer. With so much strength the association is
able to achieve much in the field of benevolence as well as for the
expression of patriotic feelings at festivals. In the past it has proven itself
in this which justifies an optimistic hope for the future. It generously
supported those who had been damaged by locusts in Cherry Hill
[Nebraska], together with other sections of the league . It also sent
contributions to those suffering from Yellow Fever in the South , those
damaged by fire in Chicago , and those severely hit by the elements in
Switzerland.
The members' enduring love for the fatherland is satisfied by the annual
celebration commemorating the Riitli Oath and by festivals devoted to the
memory of events from the heroic times of Switzerland. The festival in
memory of the Battle of Sempach in 1886 and that of the Battle of Nafels
in 1888 were landmark stones for the expression of patriotism. Special
mention deserves the lofty celebration of the Riitli Oath on November 15,
1885 when Cleveland's German Theater Society gave a performance of
Friedrich Schiller's "William Tell", at which Christ. Schiipbach gave a
stirring speech that was suited for the occasion. The evening performance
was followed by a concert with orchestra pieces by Kuppes Music Band,
songs by Miss Lina Schiipbach, and recitations by Jakob Kohli.
Summer night festivals and visits of Swiss associations in other cities
such as of the Griitlivereins of Toledo and Pittsburgh for the dedication of
their flag served to maintain social contacts with other Swiss . As
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See below p. 56, from ibid., 158.
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commendable attempts may be considered the efforts of the association to
establish for the members an evening school for learning English and the
attempt gradually to create a small library and a collection of literary
reviews.
2. The Helvetia Society exists only since December 11, 1881. Several
of the 51 members are also members of the Swiss Club. Its aim is also the
support of its members in cases of sickness and death. In addition it also
cares for their widows and orphans. Despite manifold payouts it has
nevertheless a fund of $1788 which is economically administered by its
executive board, President Gustav Deucher, Vice President H. Bollinger ,
Secretary C. Boschenstein, Treasurer Joh. Richner .
On November 28, 1882 it gained the advantages of the North American
Grutlibund and since then has proved itself also as a concerned patriotic son
in that it supports those in need as much as possible and annually observes
the solemn commemoration of the Rtitli Oath as well as other important
patriotic anniversaries.
Also Cleveland's Swiss women followed the example of Swiss women
in many other colonies and founded in October 1886 a Swiss Women's
Benefit Society for the Sick. Its membership number, now at 60, quickly
grew and will undoubtedly become strong and will do much good since
President Jos . Gut, Secretary Mrs. Josepha Keller and Treasurer Mrs. Lina
Schtipbach 27 have taken over the care and promotion of the association .
3. In March 1884 a Swiss Benevolent Society was founded on the
special initiative of Gust. Deucher in order to meet effectively the needs of
the Swiss poor in Cleveland. Theodor Riesterer as President and G. Deucher
as Secretary and Agent have taken on the onerous effort not only to support
the poor, but also to find work and means of support for compatriots out of
work.
Singing sections are connected with the Swiss Society, Helvetia
Society, and even the Women's Benefit Society.
1. The Swiss Men's Choir has existed already since 1880 and has over
30 active or singing members. From the start it participated in almost all
Swiss festivities and it enriches them with songs and recitations. Especially
for the past five years the association is able to record beautiful results in
that conductor J. Keller enables the singers to achieve higher levels, as at
concerts in 1885 and on a visit of the Swiss to Pittsburgh. At the singing
competition of the choirs in Cleveland on October 16, 1887 it gained first
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Lina Schupba ch, born Meyer , born in Brugg , Canton Bern , married Christian Schupbach
in 1873; see ibid.
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prize, a beautiful drinking horn; and the festival in commemoration of the
Battle of Nafels 28 held by the Swiss societies in Cleveland on June 9, 1888
owes the Men's Choir a beautiful contribution for the glorification of the
festivity.
The singing section of the Helvetia Society, also called Alpina, selects
especially songs for mixed choir and under its conductor L. F. Wilhelm
presents the beauties of the studied folk tunes at its festivities.
The celebration organized by this association in 1885 commemorating
the Rtitli Oath was especially attractive at which, after President Gustav
Deucher' s splendid address, recitations and songs were presented by Messr.
Pfenninger, Fringel, and Scheidegger, and by the ladies Mrs. and Miss
Deucher and Mrs. Hurschler as well as by a choir of the Workers Singing
League.
Some vivacious music-loving Ladies united in 1886 also in a Music
Society. Already their debut seems to have been quite successful which
occurred in April 1886 with concert pieces and the play "One Must Wed" .
They also won out at the evening event of Easter Monday 1888 and at the
founding festival of the Women's Support Society.
Since 1884 there is also a Gymnastics- and Wrestling Club which has
a substantial membership and which made presentations of these patriotic
games at the festivites of the Swiss Men's Choir.
Swiss represent all levels of Cleveland's business community and many
occupy a prominent place in it.
Joh. Andres of Neuenburg is Protestant pastor.
Physicians are: Gust. A. Deucher, son; H. Gentsch from the Canton
Aargau, and Gust. Hausheer, a Swiss American born in Cleveland.
Public High School teachers are: L. F. Wilhelm and Fried. Wilhelm,
both from Schiers, Canton Graubtinden.
Daughters of Theodore Riesterer and J. J. Rtiedi are also teachers, Jakob
Keller from Wettingen is a teacher of singing.
Gust. Deucher, father, is a respected and a beloved merchant; Heinrich
Merz from St. Gallen, who died in April 1880, was a beloved architect.
Besides those named, others who serve the bodily needs of humankind
are:

28

The Glamese , with help of soldiers from Schwyz, were able to defeat the Austrians who
had launched a surprise attack on the valley on April 8, 1388 as a follow-up of the Battle
of Sempach; see above, footnote 16.
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Christ. Schtipbach from Signau, Canton Bern , who immigrated in 1867,
owns the inn "Zurn Schweizer Kreuz" .
Jakob Kohli from Kallnach , Canton Bern, also here since 1867, runs the
inn "Zu den drei Bundesbrtidern " .
Konrad Pfund from Unterhallau, Canton Schaffhausen, manages the
"Amerikanische Schweizer-Hotel " .
Jakob Ztillig from Salmsach, Canton Thurgau, Heinrich Eichenberger
from Beinwyl, Canton Aargau , are wholesale merchants in beverages.
A. Fischer runs a cheese store, Karl Richner a hardware store , F.
Zwicker a furniture business.
C. Fltickiger from Answyl , Canton Bern; Johann Meyer, Konrad
Meyer, both from the Canton Schaffhausen; Theo. Wachter from
Graubtinden are butchers .
Concerned more about intellectual fare is the secretary of the
Grtitlibund Ed . Hindermeister from Wtirenlos, Canton Aargau , immigrated
since 1867. He runs a printing press and publishes the Grutlianer , the
official organ of the Grtitlibund , and with F . L. Wilhelm the journal "The
People's Friend " (Volksfreund).
Many Swiss keep smaller bars [Trinklokale] and they ply every trade .
After work is done, rest is good. Many Swiss rest in Cleveland after
life's work , but we can specially commemorate only a few.
Members of the Swiss society were: ,
Andres Murbach from Schaffhau sen . He died December 4, 1883.
Joh. Kohli from Kallnach and Gust. Walti from Turbenthal, both died
in the year 1884.
Jos. Berger from Oberbuchsiten, died April 15, 1885.
Joh. Dreyer from Wolfiswyl, was killed in an accident on February
26 ,1887.
Members of the Helvetia Society were:
Fried. Peter from Radolfingen, died February 2, 1887 and
Fried . Leuenberger from Trachselwald, died in an accident on July 16,
1887.
August Vogel from St. Blaise, Neuenburg died April 21 , 1888.

Columbus
Columbus , Ohio on the Cioto [Scioto] River is the state capital and a
junction of many railroads. At the place where the city is located today ,
there was in the year 1812 merely a log cabin. In 1830 the place had 2440
inhabitants and today the city number s ca. 55,000, among them however
only about 400 Swis s.
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One of the first Swiss settled there was Jos. Muller from Solothum, who
came to America in 1855, later became a member of the Grtitlibund and
died on May 2, 1888 at age 70.
Joh. Corrodi, confectioner from Zurich, landed in 1853 in New Orleans
and moved to Columbus. During the Civil War he served in a Missouri
regiment, became a lieutenant and after his discharge run a restaurant in
Columbus until he died from an accident on February 13, 1886.
Once a small group of compatriots had settled, the inborn drive of the
Swiss to join with friends of like descent lead also here to the formation of
a Griitliverein which was formed on May 9, 1870. Membership soon rose
to 20 and by 1884 even to 42 who by economical harmonious cooperation
reached a fund of $ 1000, besides expenditures for the support of the sick
and for the survivors in cases of death. The association was a member of the
North American Grtitlibund from 1870 to 1879. Yet as the other Swiss
associations in this country, it nevertheless observes the national holiday on
November 17 and celebrates annually the memory of the Ri.itli Oath.
The singing section connected to the Grtitliverein which also exists
since 1882, formerly conducted by Professor H. Hengartner, now by Fr.
Reuter, considers it as its special task to make familial and public festivities
truly attractive and relaxed. At the celebration of the 580th anniversary of
the founding of Switzerland it was able to perform honorably before the
Swiss as well as American audience. With careful use of the available
talents, under guaranteed competent management as the present one,
President Jos. Kappler, Secretary Jos. Tritt, Treasurer Albert Baumer, the
Gri.itliverein will always assure the success which it strives for on behalf of
the members' families and for the preservation of a honorable position
before the citizens.
A long time established Swiss businessman in Columbus is so-called
Papa Heinrich Kehr who manages an inn at 246 Fourth Street and a cheese
import business.
J. Baumer runs a hardware store.
J. R. Rickenbach is County Sheriff.
All three take an active interest in the Swiss associations' activities.

Toledo
Toledo, Ohio. Fifty years ago there was but swamp and forest land
along the banks of the Maumee River where Toledo now stands. The first
settlers were New Englanders who in the years 1830 to 1840 built the first
log cabins along the banks of present-day Summit and Watler streets. They
were soon followed by Germans and Swiss who contributed to the building
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004
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up of the splendid city which now numbers 80,000 inhabitants, numerous
beautiful parks, economical water works, breweries, furniture and wagon
factories, and excels in extensive commerce in grains and wood as well as
a junction of 19 railroads.
As the first Swiss settlers of the thirties are mentioned Johann and
Christian von Gunten from Sigriswyl, Canton Bern, settled in 1833; Joh.
Sanschi, also from there, settled in 1834.
Joh. Jost came in 1834 from Buffalo, then Grossenbacher and Scherrer,
both from the Canton Zurich.
In the forties came Georg Weber, Georg and Martin Tanner, Jakob and
Kaspar Weber, all from the Canton Schaffhausen. Further F. Ingold, Hofer,
Herzig, Andliker, Kocher, Locher, Siegenthaler, Glanzmann, Jakob and
Conrad Tanner, Hirschi.
The number of Swiss was increased by individuals or small groups until
it climbed to ca. 3000 in Toledo and environs.
It is a natural drive of a person to feel attracted in an alien land to those
people whose cradle stood in the common fatherland, and in their meetings
a patriotic song lights up the circles of fellowship. Following such a drive
the need for a singing association arose, a Helvetia Men's Choir, and from
it later developed a benevolent society, the Grutliverein.
It was in the year 1869 when B. Weber, J. J. Hachius and J. Ktinzli
issued a call for the formation of a social club. Some 20 compatriots
answered the call, among them L. Weber, J. Schweizer, J. Huber, Robert
Hess, J. Spiess, Fried. Meyer, J. Rtiedi, Jakob Schuler, Sr., Fr. Zwahlen,
Rentsch, J. Studer, and they founded on May 9 a singing society with the
name Griitliverein of Toledo. Jakob Hauser from Schaffhausen became the
first president, J. Schweizer secretary, Georg Gehring treasurer.
Already the first meeting closed with a patriotic song. Motivated by the
best zeal and making use of all means to assure the success of the
association, the members ordered 25 copies of song books from the old
fatherland, purchased furniture, and a flag with the motto "Progress through
Education" ["Durch Bildung zum Fortschritt"]. They implemented that
motto by establishing an evening school for instruction in English, paid for
by the association. Alois Trop of the Toledo High School was teacher at the
school and J. Hoffmann conductor and teacher in singing.
At the first festival held on November 17, 1869 the singers already
offered a significant performance and brought the association recognition
as well as increased the fund to a small surplus.
On December 20 of the same year, when the number of members had
already reached 55 and the treasury $400, the association joined the North
American Griitlibund and throughout all the changes of fortune remained
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss2/8
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with it until today, because it is one of its largest and most important
sections with 127 members, a treasury of over $2000, and a small library,
under the administration of a competent executive board, consisting of
President Joh. Bartschi, Vice President Jakob Miller; Secretaries Johann
Sporri, Fred. Beier, Rudolf Meyerhofer, Treasurer Walter Rippas, Librarian
Sam. Krebser.
In order to give the edifice a stronger foundation the association was
incorporated.
For three years the Griitliverein pursued exclusively the practice of
singing and sociability, then the field of activity expanded in that it included
the support of members of the association as well as of other compatriots in
distress. If sickness set in, a member was initially supported with $3, later
$5 per week, and since 1872 in the period of fifteen years the association
has paid out since the large sum of $2130 to members who were sick.
Besides support was given to those damaged by water in Switzerland in
1876; to those damaged by the crash of the mountain in Elm, to those in
distress in Memphis and Cherry Hill [Cherry County?] in Nebraska, as well
as to poor Swiss in Toledo itself; Zug was given $65. 29
Thus the Grtitliverein, which forms the center of the social life of the
Swiss in Toledo, has done much good for families whose head had become
incapable to work and, in case even death claimed him, the sympathy of the
members and their support for those left behind was at least some
consolation so that they, who endured the hard blow of fate, could ward off
despair; as was the case in the passing of F. Mummenthaler from Bern in
the year 1883 ; of Jakob Maag from Neukirch, Canton Schaffhausen; Ph. J.
Heer from Basel, Konrad Auer from Unterhallau, Canton Schaffhausen in
1885; Melch. Waldvogel from Schaffhausen, Johann Gisin from
Nidergosgen, Canton Solothurn in 1887 and the deeply mourned President
of the association, Phillipp Wolf, in 1888.
Especially tragic was the death of Ph. Wolf. Because of his great
service to the association elected three times as its president, he was the
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On Elm and Memphis see above, footnotes 12 and 14; as to Cherry Hill, the reference
seems to relate to Cherry County, Nebraska, which in 1874 was hard hit by locusts,
especially given the added troubles deriving from the economic crash of 1873 and from
drought; see James C. Olson and Ronald C. Nagle, History of Nebraska (Lincoln, Nebraska:
University of Nebraska Press, 1997), 176-177; also Everett Dick, Conquering the Great
American Desert (n. pl.: Nebraska State Historical Society, 1975), 191-215; the situation
was dire and in early 1875 food and military clothing left over from the Civil War was sent
to bring some relief. - In 1887 some 30 houses of Zug had sunk into the lake and 11 people
lost their lives; see Historisch-Biographisches Lexikon, 7 (1934), 759 .
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central person of a group portrait intended to be unveiled the next day. Yet
Wolf was not supposed to take part in the joyful celebration. He died
February 22, 1888 at age 40.
After the establishment of a support fund the effort to increase it gained
ever more prominence and the task of the Helvetia Men's Choir as a singing
section of the Griitli Support Society turned ever more to serving it for the
lightening up of social hours and the embellishment of its festivals. The
singing Society received its own organization with a special executive
board, now Martin Tanner, President, Rudolph Meierhofer, Secretary,
Adolph Knelling, Treasurer, Karl Wittmer, Conductor. It has about 20
active members who meet regularly to perfect their singing on the premises
of the Grtitliverein, located at the corner of Lafayette and Ottawa Street.
That this has been achieved already to a high degree is evident from the
many festivals organized with best success by the Grlitliverein in which the
Helvetia Men's Choir always participated. This especially at the founding
anniversaries of which the one of the year 1879 was celebrated with special
style, commemorating the founding of the association ten years ago as well
as at the annual commemorative celebration of the Rlitli Oath.
The deeds of the old Swiss heroes who 500 years ago had fought at the
battle of Sempach stimulated also the Toledo Swiss to celebrate them in an
enthusiastic festival of commemoration. They honored the day with songs,
recitations, and excellent speeches by Rudolf Meyerhofer. Yet of all Swiss
festivals held until now in Toledo the celebration of May 30, 1887 was the
most memorable which had been organized to commemorate the founding
of the association and for the dedication of a flag that had been ordered
from St. Gallen by Alois Kalin and showed the picture of Helvetia over
whom the golden eagle rises. The executive boards from Cleveland and its
associations as well as from Detroit and Toledo participated. In a costumed,
beautifully arranged parade marched Tell with his boy, Gessler with retinue;
the old three oath-associates; Winkelried; armed Swiss soldiers in armor.
The 22 cantons were represented by 22 girls dressed in white, America and
Switzerland as Columbia and Helvetia; a Swiss village school was shown
on a float adorned by the photographer J. Kolla. The presentation of the flag
by [Grlitli-]Bund President Schlipbach was greeted with great enthusiasm. 30
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At patriotic festivals the flag of an organization was of special significance and in
Switzerland tied to a "rich ceremonial: a welcome at the railroad station; ritual greetings
with a kissing of the flag and a marching display, [as well as]a solemn conveyance;" see
Basil Schader, "Eidgenossiscbe Festkultur," in: Handbuch der schweizerischen Volkslultur,
Vol. 2, Paul Hugger, ed. , (Basel: Schweizerische Gesellschaft fi1r Volkskunde, 1992), 811832; quotation on p. 821. Much of the Swiss tradition was also practiced in cities of the

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss2/8

34

et al.: Full Issue

2004]

Steinach 's Portrait of the Ohio Swiss

33

The dedication of the group portrait already mentioned had to be
postponed to Easter Monday, April 8, because of the death of Ph. Wolf. It
too evolved into an unexpected beautiful festivity, especially by the musical
presentations of the three children of Kolla and the play "The Two
Prophesying Monks."
In the summer of 1888 Toledo saw a magnificent folk festival organized
by the Germans in which also the Swiss had a prominent part. The Grand
Marshal of the long, lavishly adorned parade of 15 divisions was the Swiss
B. Raiz, and five other marshals were his compatriots W. Rtigger, A.
Dietrich, Lievers, Zumbrunn, J. Hauser. The Grtitliverein marched as the
second oldest association at the front of the parade with its old and new
flag.
Some Swiss have also excelled as city officials in Toledo. Georg
Tanner was in the city council;
J. Nageli is fire chief; Joh. Nohl was police captain, but was shot to
death in 1879 while on duty. His brother Hermann Nohl is still on the police
force.
Benjamin Raitz ist a butcher and meat inspector.
During the Civil War Fred. Ingold was an officer in the Union Army;
Soldiers were: Fred Brunnenhofer, who died in battle; Sam. Herzig, Kasp.
Zimmermann, Alexander and Jak. Nohl, J. Meyer, Martin Muller, Mark.
Weber, Joh. Weber, Jak. Hachius, Leonardi.
Teachers at public schools are: J. Hachius, Gehring, previously also A.
Weber who is now a public notary and insurance agent. Thanks to them a
systematic instruction in singing and a German method instead of spelling
[buchstabieren] was introduced in the schools.
Johann Zurfltih is a goldsmith; one of his sons is a teacher at the asylum
for the insane, one is a telegrapher, three daughters are teachers in the
public schools, Karl Wittmer is a music teacher.
Physicians are: Drs. A Schnetzler, Zbinden.
Artists are: Rornino Bera, from the [Canton] Tessin, a certified artist
painter.
A. Neukom from Schaffhausen, an artist sculptor in stone . He adorned
the new post-office in Toledo.
Joh. Kolla from Zurich, a noted photographer.

United States which had a substantial Swiss community. The festivals had several
"ritualized elements" and a "set of competitions, official celebration, and entertainment"
(8ll) .
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Friedrich Hofer from the Canton Bern, and his sons Gottfried, Friedrich
and his stepson Johann Egger are renowned tinsmiths, Gottfried is
superintendent, Friedrich foreman in such a factory.
His son-in-law Alfred Heuermann is an artist in metal casting and at
present is working on a statue of "The Goddess of Freedom" for the Capitol
in Atlanta, Georgia.
The brothers Mtiller have a large steam cooperage. For Link's wine
cellar they made a large barrel that holds 36,000 gallons.
Wholesale businesses have: Brothers Weber, clothing; Geo. Tanner,
shoes; Chr. Gerber, iron; Grossenbacher, meat; Georg Miller, flour and
butter; Joh. Loffler, hardware; Jak. Schlatter, cigars; Jak. Miller, flour;
Rentsch, cheese and meat products; Charles Btirgin, flour and feed, Jul.
Studer, hats and fir products.
Friedrich Schlupp is a brewer.
Groceries have: J. Rippas, Mart. Btirgin.
Butchers are: Michael Stamm, Joh. Meister.
Innkeepers are: Alex Weber (he manages the St. Johns Hotel), Alfred
Gerber, Jakob Bop, Sam. and Johann Herzig, Isak Matzinger, Jak. Schuler,
M. Tanner, Staub, and Papa Schuler.

Archbold
The Canton Schaffhausen had sent a large number of its citizens to this
place who are now old farmers there. So Johann Imthurm from Thaingen
[Thayngen], C. Schneider, Martin Mtiller who immigrated in 1846, soon
purchased a large farm, and became County Treasurer, Btihrer who was
elected to the town council, Spiess, Brutsch, Schnetzler, all Schaffhausers,
and Schwarz, a Zurichois, Sporli, Keller, Waldvogel, and others.
Dr. Mtirbach is a physician there.
A Swiss has a brewery. The family F. Gygax consists of 14 children, 5
daughters and 9 sons of whom one was killed in the Civil War. In 1884 a
Benevolent Society was formed here, the Grutliverein which joined the
North American Grtitlibund, but soon dissolved again after a few months .

Canton
Canton is situated on a fertile plain, a region well suited for agriculture.
Many Swiss live in its environs as farmers. In the year 1884 a sick benefit
society was established which consisted almost exclusively of Swiss, had
40 members, and first elected Joseph Kampfer, later B. Roth as president.
Soon a singing association was joined to it, a mixed choir Helvetia or
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Alpina. This brought a national life into the colony and in May 1885 it held
on the fair grounds its first founding anniversary festival in which also the
Grtitliverein of Akron, the French Benevolent Society and the singing
association Harmonie of Canton participated.
Dr. Partmann, a noted Swiss Eye Physician, occupies among the
business people a very honorable position.
The firm Wernet and Muhs, 48 Tuscarewa Street , has an extensive
distribution business of copper cheese kettles.
An eminent Swiss was Andreas Hasslebacher who died here in
September 1885. Hasslebacher was born on September 12, 1831 in
Summiswald, Canton Bern, landed in New York on November 1851, and
went with his parents to Canton. He learned the printer's trade with
Johannes Raber, then the editor of the newspaper The Germans in Holmes,
and together with Karl Busch founded in 1879 the Toledo Volksfreund, yet
soon sold his share in the paper and returned to Canton where he lived until
his death as the typesetter of the Ohio Volks-Zeitung.
Akron
Akron in Summit County, Ohio, is an important city for industry and
commerce at the junction of the Pennsylvania-Ohio and Ohio and Erie
Canals with ca. 20,000 inhabitants and about 200 Swiss
Before the eighties there were only very few Helvetians here. Some
Bernese, Schaffhausers, and Aargauers settled here in the seventies and
worked for farmers or in wool factories. Once they had befriended each
other more closely, they founded on March 15, 1881 in Harmony Hall a
sick benefit association, the Grutliverein, and celebrated the day solemnly
by the dedication of a beautiful Swiss flag at which event Pastor
Baumgartner gave the festive address. The association quickly increased in
members and on March 19, 1884 joined the North American Grutlibund to
the fate of which it has still tied its own welfare. At present the number of
members stands at 37, who have collected a treasury of ca. $1200 and who
have entrusted the welfare of the association to President Christ. Knecht,
Vice President Rudolf Luther, Secretary Alber Neiger, Treasurer Rud.
Hallauer. That the Grtitliverein had acted wisely in joining the Grtitlibund
is evident from the fact that immediately after its joining it lost two of its
members, Eduard Bernell from Sonceboz, Canton Bern, at age 42, who died
October 9, 1884, and Melchior Zumstein from Brienz, only age 28, who
died November 1884. Alex Bondelli from Port Nidau, Canton Bern, passed
away at age 57 in May 1888. The death benefit of the Bund, which paid to
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004

37

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 40 [2004], No. 2, Art. 8

36

Review

[June

the first two families $300 and $500 to the latter, had at least in part
mitigated the sorrow of the families .
Immediately after the organization of the Grtitliverein the members
strove also to satisfy the desire for entertainment and sociability. Since the
joy of singing is inborn in those from the Bernese Oberland, twelve
members skilled in singing united in the singing section Griitli Men 's Choir
and practiced under conductor V. Hummel. They provide monthly an
evening entertainment at which songs and recitations and occasionally also
a small play are performed. The support of the Grtitli verein allows not only
the celebration of the founding anniversaries, picnics , and the annual
festival in commemoration of the Rtitli Oath in an attractive and
entertaining manner , but also an increase of the treasury of the association
with significant festival profits.
In Six Mile Bush twenty miles from Toledo exists a paradise-like region
which owes its cultivation mainly to Schaffhausers. There settled the
pioneer families Murbach from Gachlingen, Matzinger, Rtidlinger, Keller,
Schwyn fromBeringen. One understands the difficulties these pioneers had
to overcome when they report that in the first months of their settlement
their almost only income derived from the ashes they had produced from
felled trees, and these they had to haul for twenty miles to a larger place in
order to exchange them for victuals . What a contrast to the present in that
the lady of the house is able to serve delicacies in the midst of well
cultivated fields, farms, and fruit trees and the farmer is able to drink wine
or cider derived from his own efforts.
At the Bean Creek thirty-five miles from Toledo the first Swiss settlers
were Kubler, Meister, Wackerlin, all from Schaffhausen . They too knew
how to tum wilderness into a paradise.

Other Settlements
In Alliance is Wilhelm Tanner from Basel-Land , a respected
businessman and about 100 other [Swiss] in its environs. These decided to
found a Swiss singing association which now numbers 16 members .
Also Springfield enjoys a Swiss singing association.
The first Swiss pioneers in Sandu sky and environs are Johann Angst
and Widmer. Under the guidance of the former a Griitliverein was
established among the about one hundred Swiss settled there, which after
a few months of its existence had already 20 members . The Swiss are
mostly engaged in viticulture and they are proud that the compatriot Jakob
Alder has become county treasurer already for a second term.
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Upper Sandusky was home for the Swiss Nikol. Moser from Arni,
Canton Bern, who died there at age 70 on his farm in October 1888.
In Lindsey, Sandusky County, lives the farmer Joh. Widmer and the well-todo and respected farmer Ulrich Kopp from Nieder-Oenz, Canton Bern, who
was settled there since 1851 and died in 1886.
Abraham Sorgen of Nidau, Canton Bern, has an inn in Hartington,
Sandusky County already for 37 years and A. Henking from St. Gallen,
already since 1849 in America, is president of the Ohio Valley Bank in
Gallipoli .
In his Guide to America Adolf Ott states that based on population and
occupation he wanted to call Stark, Tuscarawas , and Monroe Counties
"Canton Bern." Here there is Bernese air; here too is the most inveterate
"Mutz " in his element. Stark and Tuscarawas Counties we find analogous
to the Bernese Middleland and the Emmenthal and Monroe County similar
to the Bernese Oberland. Swiss are dispersed throughout all these counties
in great numbers as farmers. This enabled the Swiss Fried. Lehmann in
Massilon , Stark County to found a pioneer association in 1887 which counts
150 members. Lehmann has been settled there already since 1857; and Fr.
Spahn and Christ. Fankhauser founded a Swiss Men ' s Choir in Crooked
Run .
At times the names of such old farmers become known due a special
event, mostly however by their obituary. Thus died in October 1886, at age
54, in Massillon Jakob Eberhard from Grafenried , there since 1854 as
innkeeper and trader. At Sardis in Monroe County was buried on Janauary
6, 1888 the Swiss farmer Johann Ramseier. He was a resident of Monroe
County since 1852 and was 57 years old.
In Morton in Monroe County died in December 1886 Johann Wyss
from Steffisburg , a veteran of the American Civil War in his 53rd year. An
other veteran, Jakob Schmitz from the Canton Bern who had been settled
there for 30 years already , had served in the Civil War, and drew a small
pension, died there in January, 1886 .
He was followed by Arnold Walti from Bern . Trained in the Teacher's
CoUege he had been a secondary school teacher in Switzerland, emigrated
in 1881 and managed in Monroe County a private school. Later he became
a typesetter.
In Ohio Township, Monroe County, died David Thohnen from the
Canton Glarus on March 10, 1887. Since 1833 he had been one of the first
settlers in the primeval forest , a farmer, and the founder of the Zion
Congregation.
Rudolf Rohr died at age 54 after over 30 years in the country in 1886
at Fairport , Monroe County.
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Anna Brechbtihler from Seeberg died at age 63, since 1855 in America,
in Salem in the year 1887.
In Buck Hill Bottom, Monroe County, died at age 71 in 1884 Fried.
Mtihlemann from Bern, since 50 years in Monroe County.
In Still House Run, Monroe County, Fried. Frankhauser from the
Emmenthal was found on May 9, 1887 shot dead at age 40.
The so-called Stone Creek Valley, Tuscarawas County, is about 7 miles
long and stretches from New Philadelphia to Pittsburgh. This latter small
town had been platted in the year 1854 by the Swiss Ph. Leonhard on a 40
acre plot. A smith, wagon-maker, shoemaker, and tailor were the first
artisans to settle there. Now the small town has about 50 houses, among
them two shops, two hotels, and eight cheese-making establishments.
Swiss are dispersed throughout the whole Stone Creek Valley. Noted
are among them Christ. Schtipbach, Joh. Minger, both settled for a very
long time.
In Winesburg, Holmes County, died Nikol. Jost from Hochstetten on
May 22, 1886. He had edited a German-American newspaper already in
1849, later became a notary, school board member, and justice of the peace.
There J. Birchner provided the surrounding cheese makers with copper
kettles, Bar in Rayerville, Tuscarawas County with cheese cloth and Joh.
Schwab of New Philadelphia with other utensils for cheese making.
Since 1855 Johann Buttiker from Oberbuchsiten lived there , worked as
a mason and apple brandy distiller, and died in Mount Eaton, Wayne
County, in August 1884 at age 65.
If we look from these regions of the country , which Swiss transformed
into a paradise, to other parts of the State of Ohio, we find places which also
owe their existence to sons from the Swiss mountains, but had become at
least in the beginning places of misfortune .
Switzerland Township in Monroe County owes its origin to dire blows
of fortune [endured] by Swiss immigrants .
In the year 1814 the Swiss de Meuron, Colonel of a British regiment in
Canada, induced eighty Germans of his previous command to settle on the
lands of Lord Selkirk on the Red River. The news reached also Europe and
since in the following years, especially in 1817, there was famine ,
immigration agents used the situation to persuade Swiss to emigrate to the
Red River. In the years 1819 to 1821 a colonization society of Bern
described the colony in the most favorable light. In May 1821 therefore two
hundred people went via Basel, Rotterdam to America and arrived after a
most difficult journey on November 1821 in the vicinity of Fort Douglas
where those Germans received them kindly, yet could not provide them
with food because locusts had devastated the land during the summer. They
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lived through the following cold winter enduring incredible suffering . Yet
with the arrival of spring they took new courage and began industriously to
cultivate the land. Although the hopes of the settlers remained unfulfilled,
they got used to the privations and lived in the hope of a better future. New
settlers arrived whose number rose until 1825 to 1500 persons. Yet with the
powers of fate one cannot conclude an eternal alliance. Devastations from
locusts alternated with floods and the destruction of harvests by the winter's
frost. Courage left the colonists; they all moved away , except two families.
Most Swiss went to St. Louis, others dispersed over the Northwest, 10
families founded the Colony Switzerland in Ohio. Its development is no
different from other Swiss colonies with good climate and fertile lands such
as this region offers. Until now the colony has slowly become larger and
has grown in production and prosperity. According to reports it now
numbers about 1500 inhabitants, 5 churches , 6 German-English schools,
and it occupies an area of 18,000 acres or 26 square miles.
At about the same time as the Red River Society was operating in Bern ,
also Baron von Steiger of Bern planned to found a colony of Swiss at Little
Creek in Athens County. He moved there with about a dozen families. The
area which was supposed to become the Swiss Colony was then still
primeval forest. On a hill the Baron built a church and installed Daniel
Thum as chaplain. Soon the people became dissatisfied, moved away, and
founded their own homes . Since there were no newcomers, the community
dissolved and the church became dilapidated. The Baron himself died at an
advanced age . His son Rudolf married a daughter of the late Bishop Ames
of the Methodist-Episcopal Church.
Swiss are living at the most diverse places of the State where they
pursued or pursue their professional occupations.
In Zan esville died the priest Ignatius Ltittig on February 2, 1888; in
Youngstown Dr. Gust. Aschmann from the Canton Zurich practices
medicine, is a member of the Swiss clubs of New York , and a specialist for
eye and throat ailments ; in Waesean is the Schaffhauser Schnetzler an
apothecary; Frank Zumstein has lived in Hamilton County for long already
and is County Sherrif.
The 'Soldier's Home' in Dayton has among its 4000 veterans from the
Civil War Johann Friedrich from Bern and still about 100 to 120 Swiss
invalids.
It is the sad duty of the chronicler also to report in short the unfortunate
and the sad. Luckily we can observe that among the large numbers of
immigrant Swiss there are only few big criminals: In Monroe County a
woman Sttissi was condemned to life-long imprisonment for having
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poisoned her husband. Alois Nabler because of attempted murder by
poisoning in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to three years.
Moriz Kaiser, a farmer in Monroe County, became insane because he
took it so hard that he was unable to pay the mortgage and was therefore to
be driven from house and farm so that he burnt the house down in which his
parents and six children perished.
Let us leave this sad aspect of human mistakes and glance at the Swiss
national industry of cheese production in the already mentioned American
Emmenthal.

The Cheese Industry
The most important cheese region of the State of Ohio which is
probably the center of the cheese industry 31 , especially of (imitation)
cheese, that is cheese produced in the Swiss manner, consists of the counties
Wayne, Holmes, Stark, Monroe, Tuscarawas. In the counties Lorain, Erie,
Huron, Richland and Crawford there are fewer cheese making
establishments. In Birmingham, Lorain County, the brothers Partmann own
five establishments, Mr. Kropf one at Wells comer, and H. Siegenthaler one
at Apple Creek, Wayne county . Messr. Hahnenkrath and Gerber are to be
considered the pioneers of the American Emmenthal (Stark, Monroe,
Tuscarawas counties). The establishments are more numerous and cheese
of 100 to 120 pounds may be produced by cheese makers in one process
[Sud]. Within two miles of North Georgetown, Columbiana County, there
are 14 cheese-making establishments. The names of their owners are Ulrich,
Johann, Christ. Isaak, Oesch, Berger, Sam. Baumann, Wilh. Kurz, Sommer,
Weber, Peter Hafter, Schaubli, S. Wyss. Widow Thonen ( both of the latter
now dead) Grtineisen. It is similar at Massimo, Stark County. Here already
20 years ago Swiss cheese was produced by U. Oesch and brought by
wagon to Pittsburgh. He is now well-to-do, owns 400 acres of land, more
than 50 cows, and all buildings and agricultural tools. Yet the largest cheese
producing establishment is at Hudson, Summit County, where under the
direction of Peter Bienz 150 hundredweight milk are being processed daily.
As to quantity, however, Swiss cheese-making is only in second place.
There are supposedly about 300 cheese factories in the more northern
counties that are operated by actual Americans, and probably a dozen Swiss

31

See Frank C. Van Clef, "The Rise and Decline of the Cheese Industry in Lorain County,"
The Ohio Historical Quarterly 69 (January 1960): 32-57, with a good description of the
processes of cheese making .
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establishments would be needed to equal each one of those factories . Swiss
cheese makers usually begin their production on May 1 and finish the
season on October 31. Most milk is being processed in June and July . In
most establishments one to two wheels daily. Many Swiss have generally
introduced newer machines and tools which serve to improve the product
or speed up production . In the larger factories of the Americans these are
indispensable and in most steam is being used .
Translated and annotated by Leo Schelbert
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Samuel Strasser Rickly, Columbus

The venerable banker, is one of the familiar figures in Columbus and
one of the city ' s most prominent citizens. He is the son of John and Anna
Rickly, nee Strasser, and was born January 2, 1819, in Btitzberg, Canton
Bern, Switzerland, where the name was spelled Rickli. He is the only
survivor of a family of eighteen children. His grandfathers, on both sides,
were extensive grain merchants , doing business during the French
Revolution , and his father, although by trade a saddler (at which trade Mr.
Rickly was required to work from the time he was 12 or 13 years old), also
followed the grain business.
His father was postmaster of the parish, and from the time Mr. Rickly
was twelve years old until he left Switzerland, he acted as letter carrier,
often exposed to great hardships on account of the distance he had to travel.
He attended very indifferent parish schools from the time he was old
enough until he left the old country , being allowed to learn nothing except
reading, writing, and arithmetic, and committing to memory the Heidelberg
catechism and other church literature .
Mr. Rickly ' s parents emigrated to America in 1834, locating at
Baltimore, Fairfield County, Ohio. Here the entire family of sixteen took
sick, except John Jacob and John, the eldest sons, and within four weeks
nine of their number died, including the five youngest children, the parents,
and the father's sister and mother. The cause of this fatality was attributed
mainly to change of climate and diet. The survivors , except John Jacob and
John above mentioned , found homes in different families, Mr. Rickly being
indentured, against his will, to learn the carpenter ' s trade.
His father brought with him from the old country a considerable amount
of money , consisting of five-franc pieces put up in rolls of twenty-five each ,
but never informed any of his children where he kept it. There was,
however, an administrator appointed, and when the children arrived of age,
each received what was represented to them to be its respective share .
Although apprenticed to learn the carpenter's trade, he was compelled
to do farm work of the roughest kind, working at the trade only when there
was no farm work to attend to. Being then eighteen years old, and
inhumanly treated, he gathered his little belongings in a handkerchief and
went to Newark, Ohio , where his two older brothers were then living. After
working there for a few months he came to Columbus in 1836, on a canal
42
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boat loaded with highwines, being the only passenger, the chief cook, and
driver of the only mule belonging to the craft.
Soon after this Mr. Rickly returned to Lancaster, Fairfield County,
Ohio, where he was freed from his former boss.
For a year or more he worked at the carpenter's trade and cabinetmaking, and in the spring of 1838 found employment as a clerk in a dry
goods store. This position afforded him a better opportunity than he had
heretofore had of learning English.
In the spring of 1839 his employer removed his goods to an eastern
State, and Mr. Rickly was left to close up the business. During this spring
he attended school for a few weeks, after which in June, 1839, he went to
Marshall College, Mercersburg, Pennsylvania, which he entered in the
autumn, and from which he was graduated in the autumn of 1843,
delivering the first German oration that had been delivered up to that time
in the institution, his subject being "The Scenery of Switzerland"; but the
custom then inaugurated has ever since been continued. Hon. James
Buchanan, afterwards President of the United States, then president of the
college trustees, sat, dressed in elegantly fitting garments with snow-white
cravat, on the stage.
After studying theology for a short time and teaching in several private
families in Maryland, and Alexandria, Virginia, Mr. Rickly was married in
1845.
His health failing from hemorrhage and other causes, he came to
Columbus in 1847, was examined as a teacher, and commenced the
German-English schools here at the comer of Mound and Third streets.
The schools rapidly grew and prospered, in spite of the opposition in
many quarters against the establishment of German schools in connection
with our union schools , but their success has proven the wisdom of the
course then adopted. In the spring of 1848 Mr. Rickly was made principal
of the Columbus High School, then started in the building now owned by
Mrs. Person on East Town Street, between Fifth and sixth. The late Doctor
A. D. Lord, then school superintendent , and his wife, both took part in
teaching. Many pupils of that time have since become prominent and useful
citizens, some of them distinguished in State and National affairs.
On the breaking out of the cholera in the spring of 1849, Mr. Rickly
established an academy at Tarlton, Pickaway county, Ohio, which was
adopted in the spring of the following year, by the Synod of the Reformed
Church as the nucleus of a church institution, and named Heidelberg
College.
In the autumn of the same year the institution was permanently located
at Tiffin, Ohio, and in the summer of the following year Mr. Rickly was
elected superintendent of the Tiffin Union schools, removing there July 4,
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1851. He was also elected Professor of the Theory and Practice of Teaching
in Heidelberg College (now Heidelberg University), to which institution he
has recently contributed liberally in money, furnishing and decorating the
chapel which is now named after him, "Rickly Chapel". In 1853, having
lost a much loved daughter, he returned to Columbus and opened a select
school in the basement of what was then the First Reformed Church on
Town Street, between Fourth and Fifth.
In the following winter without any solicitation on his part, he was
elected Journal Clerk of the Ohio House of Representatives. He also became
secretary of the Ohio Manufacturing Company then repairing Sullivant's
Mill, since known as Rickly's Mill, and erecting a large stone building for
the manufacture of hubs and bentwork. Subsequently Mr. Rickly devoted
his time to milling and manufacturing, selling large quantities of flour in
Central and Northern Ohio. In 1857 he and his brother John Jacob, under
the name of Rickly & Brother, began the banking business. In 1870 he
bought out his brother and continued in business alone until the panic of
September, 1873, when on account of heavy losses sustained by the failure
of Jay Cooke & Co. and others, he found it advisable to make an
assignment for the benefit of his creditors as well as for himself, knowing
that he had abundant resources to meet all his liabilities if reasonable time
was allowed to convert his assets into money. As soon as sufficient time had
elapsed for advertising notices to his creditors, he was released from the
assignment, and his assignee retransferred the assets back to him. Having
paid all his creditors in full, he in 1875 organized the Capital City Bank,
which has continued to the present time.
During the State Fair of 1879 the bank was robbed of $20,000 in broad
daylight, only $1,000 of which was ever recovered. On July 13, 18880, Mr.
Rickly was shot through the eyes by a man named Eichenberg, and became
totally blind, notice of which appears in the chapter on Banking in Volume
I [of the History of Columbus].
Notwithstanding his blindness, Mr. Rickly has continued his business,
and has taken an active part in the proceedings of the Board of Trade,
advocating the improvement of our streets in the central and business
portions of our city, and lighting it by electricity, and as early as Janauary
6, 1885, he introduced in that body a resolution to hold here, in the largest
city in the world bearing the name of Columbus, a world's exposition
commemorating the Fourth Centennial of the discovery of America by
Christopher Columbus. Mr. Rickly was therefore the originator of this
gigantic enterprise, which Chicago subsequently secured through various
causes, and which is being celebrated not only in the United States but on
the whole American continent.
On September 21, 1886, he also introduced into the Board of Trade the
following resolution which was adopted:
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Resolved, That the directors of the Board be respectfully requested to
take into consideration the propriety of purchasing a suitable lot, and the
erection thereon of an edifice adapted to the uses of this Board, and also
containing accommodations for large conventions and other gatherings.
Subsequently the directors reported favorably and the result is seen in
the elegant Board of Trade building on East Broad Street.
During the early part of the late war, Mr. Rickly was a member of the
School board; he has also been a member of the City Board of Equalization,
Trustee of the Public Library, and foreman of the United States Grand Jury
at Cincinnati. At the time he was hurt, and for several years previous to that
time, he was President of the Board of Trade. He was also a delegate
appointed either by the Governor or the Mayor to six National Commercial
Conventions, held respectively at Louisville, Baltimore, St. Louis,
Indianapolis, Chicago and New Orleans. He was a stockholder in the first
street railway built in the city of Columbus, know as the High Street
Railroad, was a member of the syndicate which purchased, in about the year
1870, the old lunatic asylum grounds, and subdivided it into city lots,
calling it East Park Place, and he also aided in the organization of the East
Park Place Railway (Long Street) of which he was treasurer from the
beginning, holding the office until its consolidation with other street
railways, called the Columbus Consolidated Street Railroad, of which latter
he continues to be a stockholder and director to the present time. He also
assisted in the organization of the Glenwood and Greenlawn Street Railway
company, of which he was also a treasurer, and has continued as a
stockholder until now. Mr. Rickly has been interested as a stockholder and
director in three of the Turnpike Companies (toll roads) ofthis county, and
continues to be such in two of them to the present time. He is a member of
the syndicate which purchased a large tract of land on the West Side,
subdividing it into some eight hundred city lots, and called West Park Place.
This is now the most lively part of the city.
Mr. Rickly's brother, John Jacob, was a contractor on the Mercer
County Reservoir, kept the principal hotel in St. Mary's, Ohio, for a number
of years, was Treasurer of Auglaize County, was a member of the
Legislature, was one of the legislative committeemen, to honor Governor
Louis Kossuth, and after removing to this city was a member of the city
council, delegate to the State Constitutional Convention, and filled many
other positions of trust in the city and county. He died in April 1877. He
and Ralph G. Graham laid out Rickly and Graham's addition to Columbus.
Mr. Rickly's second brother, John, aided in the improvement of Columbus
by building many houses, notably one called the Bull's Head Tavern, at the
northwest corner of Main Street and Grant A venue; also one at the
southwest corner of Main Street and Parsons A venue. He laid out an
addition to the city between Main and Mound streets, west of Parsons
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Avenue, called John Rickly' s addition, also an addition north of Main Street
and east of the Blind Asylum.
In 1856 he removed to Columbus, Nebraska, where he died at the age
of 74 years, after filling many positions of trust, including the mayoralty.
He was the principal manager of the finances of the city and the county. A
younger brother (Rudolph) came to Columbus about 1842 and was in the
slaughtering business. At the outbreak of the war, he organized a cavalry
company and was elected captain, but before entering the service he died.
Mr. Rickly had three sisters who survived the terrible calamity of 1834, and
grew to womanhood. The oldest one married Conrad Born, the wealthy
brewer of this city, and died about the year 1880. The next one lived and
died in Illinois, and the youngest in Fairfield County, Ohio.
Mr. Rickly is the father of four children, two daughters who died in
infancy, and two sons, the youngest of whom died August 1, 1882, aged
twenty-six years and two months. He was, at the time of his death, teller in
the Capital City Bank, and being a
musician was organist in the First
Congregational Church here, and
also for Mount Vernon Commandery
Number One, Knights Templar. He
was also superintendent of the City
Union Mission Schools and almost
idolized by the pupils.
The portrait accompanying this
sketch is that of Mr. Rickly's son
Ralph Reamer Rickly, who was born
in Tarlton, Pickaway County, Ohio,
January 20, 1851. After attending
Columbus
schools
and being
graduated from High School in 1868,
he entered Yale College, where he
was graduated in 1872. Since that
time he has been cashier in his
father's first bank, and afterwards in
the Capital City Bank.
Mr. Ralph Rickly is a prominent Mason, and in 1891 took the
thirty-third degree in that order. He is also secretary and treasurer of the
Glenwood and Greenlawn Street Railway Company, and now president of
the Bank of Corning, at Corning, Perry County, Ohio.
Source: Alfred E. Lee, History of the City of
Columbus, Capital of Ohio. Vol. 2
(New York: Munsell, & Co., 1892), 833-836.
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Some Cincinnati Swiss

Jacques Ritchie'
Alps that rise into the skies, glaciers frozen in permanent ice, lovely
valleys, splendid lakes, beautiful towns and friendly villages make
Switzerland a place to which during the nice season tourists from all over
the world are flocking. Although nature may have showered this piece of
earth with its most beautiful gifts from its horn of plenty and may have
made it the worthy abode of a noble, freedom-loving people, all this
vanishes in comparison with the deeds of the heroic ancestors whom the
annals of world history preserve as radiant examples for the most distant
times. Inhabited by three different nations who otherwise often meet on the
battlefield, here they are cemented into a unity by love of freedom and
common heroic deeds, [a foundation] which is firmer than granite on which
the Alps rest. Times change and people in them change, or as the old
Roman observed: "Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis." The Swiss
of today are no more the bareheaded and barefoot ancestors who broke the
fortresses of their oppressors and destroyed the powerful Burgundian armies
in open battle, but the love of freedom of the ancestors has endured, and
although they have changed the sword into the plow, they are nevertheless
able by their excellent people's army to protect their independence from
hostile attacks. Now Switzerland is a state based on culture, progress is the
watchword and battle cry; the Swiss Cross is the symbol of humanity and
Swiss institutions of higher learning breathe the spirit of rational progress.
Commerce and the trades flourish, agriculture and wine-growing have
reached a high degree of perfection, and on the meadows numerous cattle
herds are grazing, the products of which benefit far away lands. The Swiss
is active, industrious and enterprising and since his fatherland is too small
for its people and does not own colonies to which its sons can transplant
their activity, they are forced to emigrate to where they can hope for
success. One may find Swiss in all parts of the world, and to wherever they
have moved or to wherever fate has driven them, there their national virtues
have been proven. The sister republic of the United States was for many

1

This is a translation, made by Leo Schelbert, of the biographical sketch of Ritchie by the
German immigrant Annin Tenner, the author of Cincinnati Sonst und Jetzt. Eine Geschichte
Cincinnati's und seiner verdienstvollen Burger deutscher Zunge, rnit biographischen
Skizzen und Portrait lllustrationen (Cincinnati, Ohio: Druck von Mecklenborg & Rosenthal,
1878), 402-404 . It is of interest not only for its data, but also its idealizing sensibility
relating to Switzerland as well as Ritchie .
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years the point to which Swiss turned their attention for emigration.
Switzerland gave it not only a statesman like Gallatin, a naturalist like
Agassiz2, but also a large number of citizens who brought honor to their
country of origin, and we are pleased to present in the following sketch the
life of a honored co-citizen who, although transplanted to here in early
youth, has nevertheless
faithfully in word and deed
preserved the noble traits
which adorn a true Swiss, as
they
had
already
characterized his father to
such a high degree. He is a
man whom not only the old
homeland can consider with
justified pride as one of its
best sons, but also the new
may praise as one of its best
citizens. This honorable man
is the Swiss
Consul
JACQUES RITCHIE .3
Jacques Ritchie was born
December 15, 1829 in
Zurich, Switzerland, and
came in 1833 with his
parents at age 4 to America.
Ritchie's father Caspar Ritchie had originally decided to locate permanently
in St. Louis, yet after several months in what is now the metropolis of the

2

Albert Gallatin (1761-1849) who hailed from Geneva formulated Thomas Jefferson's
economic program in the late l 790's, was Secretary of the Treasury from 1800 to 1813, US
Ambassador to France from 1816 to 1823, a scholar , and co-founder of New York
University . - Louis Agassiz ( 1807-1873) from Motier , Ct. Fribourg was professor of natural
history at the University of Neuchatel , after 1846 at Harvard Univer sity. He was a leading
anti-Darwinian and published numerous works in geology and zoology and promoted the
establishment of the study of natural history at American institutions of higher learning .
3
Armin Tenner's introduction, the German author of Cincinnati Sonst und Jetzt, published
in 1878, reflects not only the ornate style of the era, but also a form of ethnic patriotism,
which in Tenner' s case, as evident in introductions to other biographical sketches , had three
dimensions: pride in the German nation, pride in everything Germanic beyond national
boundaries (thus including German-speaking Switzerland), and pride in the rising United
States . The claim that overpopulation necessitated emigration , though false, is also
noteworthy.
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Midwest climatic conditions caused the family to move again and to settle
in Cincinnati. Meanwhile Jacques had turned five; his father sent the boy
who had a vigorous constitution immediately to school so that he attended
public schools for 5½ years, then High School (Woodward College) where
he received instruction for two years. His father decided that the son was to
receive a solid education, and since he knew and valued the advantage of
European higher education from experience he sent Jacques to the
Realschule [University?] in Ztirich for further education where he studied
law under the professors Frohlich, Keller, and Zehnder.
After he had absolved six years of courses and having received
excellent grades, Ritchie left the institution and returned to his second
homeland. He arrived in Cincinnati July 15 and, after some wavering
concerning a career, his brother Caspar, who had the position of a Commis
in a drygoods store, finally convinced him also to devote himself to
commerce. In 1851 he became an "Ellenritter" [haberdasher?] in the
establishment of a certain Maxwell. After he had gained experience there
for a time, he became an associate of his older brother Caspar and both
founded the haberdashery firm C. & J. Ritchie at No. 65 and 67 Untermarkt.
Until 1874 the two brothers managed the business together until it was
owned exclusively by Jacques Ritchie due to the retirement of the older
brother, and since then has been managed by him as the firm J. Ritchie.
Jacques Ritchie's reputation as a businessman, his formal education,
and his public activities in social causes, benevolent undertakings etc. soon
had become extensive so that the Swiss Federal Council entrusted him in
the year 1866 with the Swiss Consulate for the 6. District of the United
States, which includes the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky. The tasks
of this position are more important than is generally assumed since,
although Ritchie devoted all his free time to the fulfillment of his duties as
Consul of the Swiss Republic, he felt nevertheless the need to engage a
secretary.
Ritchie was one of the few who already in the year 1849 promoted here
the founding of a Singing League, and the first German Singing Festival,
which was held in Cincinnati, was one of the fruits of the efforts of Ritchie
and of the little band of valiant singer brothers. For three years he held the
post of secretary of the Central Committee of the 1. North American
Singing League. Also the now flourishing Swiss Benevolent Society, which
was founded in 1874, owes its origin to Mr. Ritchie.
Among the German-speaking immigrants of his time Ritchie's father
was an exception in that he brought to this country not only a solid fund of
knowledge, but also a significant capital in cash. Although he had been
involved in his homeland with the so-called multicolor textile printing
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[Buntdruck-Farberei], his knowledge was in no way limited to this special
branch of the industry. He became especially knowledgeable here in
machine construction and has given proof of his solid specialized expertise.
The older German immigrants might perhaps also remember the fact
that the first canon produced in the Niles' iron foundry in Cincinnati was
the work of Ritchie. In the garden of Peine, which at that time covered a lot
between Liberty Street and Hamilton Road, this canon, made a gift to the
Germans, had been dedicated with the proper pomp on July 4, 1837.
On November 3, 1853 Jacques Ritchie married Miss Marie Moore, a
Scotswoman, and they had meanwhile six children, five of whom, that is
three boys and two girls, are alive.

Johann Edward Frey
(Summary)

4

Born in Stafa, Canton Zlirich,
October
20, 1841. Parents
emigrated in 1847 to Cincinnati,
leaving their two daughters and son
in the care of grandparents. The
father, who died in 1862, first
worked as a tailor, then opened a
restaurant at No. 428 on Main
Street
which
he named
Schweizerhalle. It became a favored
meeting place of Swiss and
Germans. "In the Schweizerhalle,"
Tenner claims, " were founded the
men's choir, the Liedertafel, and
--- ·the singing League, and also the
idea was conceived and brought
into the proper form of creating the
settlement of Tell City" (130).
The son Johann Edward
meanwhile went to school in Oetwil until 1853, then he and his two older
sisters joined their father in Cincinnati. After some further schooling he
worked as a "huckster" in the Cincinnati market, then moved to Lexington,
Kentucky where he established with a Mr. Hays a fishmarket which

4

See Tenner, ibid.,129-132 ; in the quite lengthy entry hard data are relatively sparse.
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flourished, but collapsed in the Civil War. Frey returned to Cincinnati and
established there a seafood store, first in partnership, since 1872 as sole
proprietor. After three difficult years due to the panic of 1873 the
establishment flourished, and by the late 1870's it had 18 employees and 8
wagons in operation. In December 1870 J.E. Frey had married Wilhelmine
Boesel. His half-brother Theodor was a painter, his half-brothers Albert and
Emil were employees of the Western Union Telegraph Company.

Johann Anderegg
(Summary)
Johann Anderegg was born in February, 1811, at Regoldswyl
[Reigoldswil], Canton Basel, where his father had a butcher shop. He went
to school until the age of 13, then worked for four years in his father's
business. On May 1, 1828 he emigrated and arrived in New York in rnidSeptember. (Later he twice visited
Switzerland, and his last return trip
was to take only 13 days.)
J. Anderegg first went to Buffalo,
then to Pittsburgh where he married
Felicitas Renner in 1833 and there
established his own business. In 1844
he served in the Pennsylvania House
of Representatives and was a Major
in the Pennsylvania
Volunteer
German Battalion. In 1846 he moved
to Memphis, Tennessee, then to St.
Louis, and in 1847 to Lawrenceburg,
Indiana, where he opened a butcher
shop. He became a Town Trustee,
County Commissioner, and in 1860 a
delegate
to the Charleston
Convention. In Lawrenceburg he had
a small vineyard, was a member of
the Indiana
State Board
of
Agriculture and of the Dearborn County Agricultural Society.
In 1863 he moved his business to Cincinnati, establishing the firm
Anderegg & Roth, Beef Packers, which by 1874 had become the large
establishment at No. 321 and No. 323 on Freeman Street. He commuted to
work by railroad from Lawrenceburg until 1872.

fa
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Johann Martin Henni
Johann Martin Henni (1805-1881) was born in Misanenga, part of
Obersaxen at the foot of Piz Mundaun above Ilanz, the first town on the
Rhine River in the Canton
Graubtinden. He received his
schooling in St. Gallen and Luzem
in Switzerland, then in Rome, and
he completed his theological
studies at the Roman Catholic
Seminary at Bardstown, Kentucky.
He was ordained on February 2,
1829, taught for a time at
Cincinnati's Atheneum, a minor
seminary, but soon became a
traveling
m1ss10nary to the
German-speaking immigrants of
Ohio. In 1834 he was appointed
vicar general of the diocese with
residence in Cincinnati where he
continued
his work
with
immigrants. He wrote a children's
catechism in German, promoted
the teaching of English, and the creation of bi-lingual schools, if desired by
a given community. In 1835 he went to Germany to gain support for the
diocese where he published in 1836 Ein Blick in 's Thal des Ohio [A Glance
at the Ohio Valley] in Munich that centered on the emergence of the
Catholic Church in the region. In 1837 he began publishing Der
Wahrheitsfreund [The Friend of Truth] which was appeared continuously
until 1907. The publication opposed slavery and prohibition, but advocated
the American liberal tradition. His career in Ohio ended in 1843 when he
was appointed bishop of the new diocese of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where
he became archbishop in 1875 and continued his vigorous leadership of the
German American Catholic community in a spirit of tolerance as well as
denominational commitment.
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Some Cleveland Swiss

Friedrich Muhlhauser
On the first of November is has been four years since the founder of one
of the most important branches of industry in the state, Mr. F. Muhlhauser,
died of a chronic throat complaint after vainly seeking relief or healing in
Germany. Mr. Muhlhauser's parents lived in the lovely city of Bern, where
Friedrich first saw the light of day on 9 March 1842. When he was nine
years old, the family - father, mother and three children - came to New
York. Here Fred attended public schools until he was 14 before returning
to the old homeland and settling in Basel, where his mother still lives at the
age of 83. Immediately after his return he became a student at the famous
monastic school of Besarn;on, where he completed his education and
thoroughly learned French. Then he went to his uncle, S. Ullmann, in
Schloss Herdem near Wangen, to learn the making of recycled wool, then
one of the large ribbon weaving plants in Basel. After completing his
apprenticeship he received the post of technical leader of the woolen factory
of the Jandorf Brothers in Frankfurt am Main, and he held it until 1860,
when he emigrated again. His first steps were to his uncle, who was
working in the Patent Office in Washington. At the outbreak of the Civil
War, Muhlhauser entered the ranks of the three-month volunteers, a sort of
militia intended to defend the capital. Later he was recruited into the 3rd
Maryland Volunteer Regiment, and after a short time he was promoted to
captain of Company E for his valor on the field of battle. A proof of the
esteem of which his men held him was the gold medal presented him on 10
May 1863, by the company engraved with the name of the battles the
company had fought under his direction - Cedar Mountain; Beverly Fort;
Antietam; Winchester, Va., and Chancellorsville. For three years he served
in the ranks of the warriors to preserve the Union, and after the end of the
war he visited his parents in Switzerland. He remained there until 1867, and
on return went directly to Cleveland.
Here he found his first position in the men's outfitting business of the
firm of Mayer & Habich, and he later became a partner of the firm of Loser
& Mayer. The firm delivered rags for a paper mill, and he saw to his great
astonishment that the most valuable rags, those of wool, were disregarded
and thrown aside, for it was believed that only packing paper could be made
of such rags. He managed to persuade his partners that from these rags,
hitherto thought worthless, the best recycled wool could be manufactured.
A small-scale woolen mill was soon erected. Mr. Muhlhauser designed all
the plans for installing the machines from Gackley and Krieger. The
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004

55

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 40 [2004], No. 2, Art. 8

54

Review

[June

business quickly grew, and it is today the largest reused wool factory in the
world, employing 600 workers male and female. To meet ever-climbing
demand for their products, additions have to be built every year, so that the
factory building now has a space of 556 feet on Pleasant and 105 feet on
Louis A venue.
In 1872 messrs . Hessenmtiller and Beckmann joined the business as
partners, calling the firm The Northern Woolen Mill.
After Mr. Mulhauser's death the business was incorporated as The F.
Muhlhauser Co. with a stock capital of $600,000. His eldest son Sigmund,
now 28 years old, who has been active in the business since he was 16, and
who has become an expert under his father's leadership, is technical leader
of the business, while his mother, Mrs. Antoinette Muhlhauser [born
Kuhnheimer, from Aisenz , Rhenish Palatinate], functions as treasurer of the
business and leads the financial side of this extensive establishment with her
own practical knowledge of business. At the International Exposition of
1876 in Philadelphia, the firm received a medal for its outstanding products,
the only one among those producing similar wares. At the Atlanta, Georgia,
Exposition in 1895 the firm received a gold medal, which was presented to
Mrs. Muhlhauser in person. A further proof of the prosperity of the
Mulhauser business is that the firm pays a dividend of 8 percent, despite
bad times . For nine months they have been working day and night, and no
workers' strikes have yet taken place. The firm also has its own fire
department , and it is in the position to suppress the worst fire in 51 seconds.
In 1869 Mr. Muhlhauser married Miss Antoinette Kahnheimer, from
which relationship 11 children were born, of whom 8 still live, 5 sons and
3 daughters. While he was alive, Mr. Muhlhauser took a lively interest in
social and public matters. For seven years he was an active member of the
school board. In his ward he enjoyed the respect of both parties, although
he was known as a Republican on national issues. During the years 1885-87
he had a seat in the alderman ' s council , where he was vice president and the
chairman of the finance committee. He was also one of the founders of the
board of trade, the origin of the present chamber of commerce. He was
founder of the Central National Bank. At the time of its greatest prosperity
he belonged to the Orpheus Singing Society as a very active and capable
member, and he was a member of the Social Turner Society.
The premature death of Mr. Muhlhauser, who was regarded in all
circles as an educated , genial and liberal person and jovial company, was
deeply mourned by all.
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William Neracher
There are people of whom one says they were born under a lucky star.
One such fortunate is certainly our esteemed fellow citizen William
Neracher, who first saw the light of day on 2 November 1841 in the Canton
of Aargau, Switzerland. When he was barely eight years of age, he came
with his parents and siblings to America, to Cleveland, where they settled
in to stay. Neracher's father headed a carpentry works, and he managed to
retire young. He has now reached his 80th year, and despite high old age he
enjoys complete freshness of body and spirit. The wife of the brave pioneer
left this world in 1858.
William Neracher, the object of this review, attended public schools and
later undertook at his father's direction the study of construction. When
construction lagged, William grabbed the first available occupation. So we
find him as a newsboy, a rag burner, a street worker, always active under
all circumstances.
However, when the great Civil War broke out in 1861, Neracher was
one of the first to enlist in the Union Army on behalf of the great and noble
cause. He entered the 20th Battery of the Ohio Artillery Regiment, fighting
under Generals Rosekranz, Thomas, Grant, and Sherman in various great
battles. He had his bravery to thank for advancing rapidly to lieutenant, and
in 1865 he was the youngest German officer in the state of Ohio. After 3 1/2
years of service Neracher returned home covered with fame and citations
to the circle of his loved ones.
Until 1873 Mr. Neracher was independently active in construction.
When time permitted he was tirelessly occupied with various patents of
high value. Now began that hard struggle for existence for the ingenious
inventor, which hardly any inventor is spared. It was a long time until
others became convinced of the practical worth of his inventions. Even
close relatives had little confidence in his "trifles" and held him to be
eccentric. But what did it matter to him? He had a dear wife at his side who
understood him and never doubted his eventual success . And success did
not fail to come.
It was 1874 when Mr. Neracher founded the Fire Extinguisher Co., to
produce his invention, an automatic fire extinguisher. The first of these
highly specialized devices was installed and used in the factory of Mr.
Theodor Kundtz. In the first year of operation, income amounted to $5000;
today this business earns an annual income of several million dollars. The
firm employs 1600 workers and now has four factories in full operation, one
in Warren, Ohio which serves the Western market; a second in Philadelphia,
which supplies the middle states; a third in Providence, R. I., for the eastern
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and New England states; and a fourth in Columbia Ga., caring for the
South. Branches of the company are to be found in all the larger cities of the
United States, as well as in England, Germany, France, Russia and India.
It is worth mentioning that, at the time when Mr. Neracher lacked
capital and sought a partner, he thought he had found that partner in former
Mayor Rose. Mr. Rose certainly had the capital, but he did not believe in
the practical value of the invention. The partnership never took place. When
Neracher and Rose met in a hotel years later, the latter said that he had
never committed a greater error in his life than passing up Neracher' s offer.
In 1867 Mr. Neracher married Miss Margareta Kaiser, daughter of the old
German pioneer Melchior Kaiser, born in Bensheim on the Bergstrasse,
Hesse Darmstadt. Two children were born of the marriage, a son and a
daughter. The first is now 29, very capable at business, and leads the factory
in Warren. The daughter Clara is married to Mr. Alfred Fritzsche, who is
employed in her father's office. Neracher' s children are extraordinarily
talented: both of them achieved truly extraordinary things in the area of fine
painting even at an early age.
So far as his political creed goes, Mr. Neracher is a convinced
Republican, and in his views he is quite liberal. He has a large heart and is
generous beyond all measure. Various charitable institutions have been
repeatedly remembered by him, and he has helped many friends out of
difficulties. He is a member of the local Swiss Society and of the
German-American Club.

Christian Schupbach
Known in all German circles in Cleveland for his solid, open nature, the
honored restaurateur Mr. Christian Schupbach was born on 6 December
1841 in Signau, Canton Bern, Switzerland. After the premature death of his
father, who died when Christian was 3, he passed his youth without any
special incidents until he took the position as manager of an educational
institution in the district of Konolfingen at the age of 18, which he did for
4 years. He gave up this position in order to take a better paying position
from Colonel Moschler of the Swiss cavalry in Brtigg to administer his
widely scattered properties, a position he held until 1871. In this year Mr.
Schupbach emigrated to the United States. He settled here in 1871, then
traveled through most of the eastern and western states, returning to
Cleveland in 1872. Here he worked for six years in the old Merchant
Foundry, until 1873, when he took over the Swiss Cross Hotel on Bank
Street and ran it with great success until 1890. About this time he sold the
hotel and lived a private life for two years until he associated with Mr. John
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Fell and established the restaurant at the comer of Ontario and Champlain
Street, to which he has dedicated his full attention ever since. This has
enjoyed an outstanding popularity to the present day.
In 1873 Mr. Schupbach married a friend of his youth, Miss Lina Meyer,
who was born in Brtigg, Canton Bern, Switzerland. Two children, a
daughter Lina and a son, John Friedrich, have arisen from this happy
marriage.
Mr. Schtipbach has always had great interest in German efforts. Over
the last 20 years there have been few German general events in which he
has not taken an important role, for example the festivities of the 200th
anniversary of German settlement in America, the North American singing
festival, etc. Mr. Schupbach is treasurer of the League of German
Americans, was president of the local Swiss Society, and since 1885 has
been president of the North American Grutli League, an association of
about 66 Swiss societies in the United States. He is a member of the D. 0.
H.,5 the Concordia Support Society and other associations.
Mr. Schupbach is one of those very jovial and liberal natures that
despite little fanfare, are always ready to accomplish noble, ideal goals in
social and philanthropic matters. He is beloved and respected not only
among Cleveland's Germans, but also in other circles with which he comes
into contact.

Johann Lendy
The manager of the bookbindery known all over Cleveland, the
Cleveland Legal Blank and Bookbinding Co., Mr. Johann Lendy, was born
on 24 November 1849, in Tarnins , Canton Grisons, Switzerland. Through
his 16th year he attended the excellent local schools of his place of birth,
obtaining a rather good education, and then apprenticed as a bookbinder.
In 1871 he decided to emigrate to America. After a brief residence in
Michigan, he came to the Forest City in 1873, settling down permanently
and establishing a well functioning business.
On 11 May 1875, he married Miss Margarethe Schneider from
Cleveland, daughter of the well known Mr. A. Schneider. Two girls and two
boys came from this marriage. A son and a daughter are active in his
business. Since 1874 Mr. Lendy has belonged to the congregation Zurn
Schifflein Christi as an extremely active member. He was 12 years a

5

Deutscher Orden der Harugari, a fraternal organization; see Alan Axelrod, The
International Encyclopedia of Secret Societies and Fraternal Orders (New York:
Checkmark Books, 1997), 114.
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secretary of the church board and president for the last 8 years. He is also
the finance and recording secretary of the control board of the North
American Grtitli League since its creation. He is a member of the Concordia
Support Society and a passive member of the Swiss Mens' Chorus.

Johann Miiller
Mr. Johann Mtiller the noted wagon maker, first saw the light of day on
7 January 1848 in Weinigen, Canton Zlirich. After completing the
Volk:sschule, he went into an apprenticeship with his father in
wagonmaking. At the age of 18, he accompanied his sister to Cleveland. He
found a rewarding and continuing job at once in his profession, and he
worked for 17 years for the most important businesses, saving enough
means and experience to establish his own wagon and coach business in
1883 at 99 South Woodland A venue. In the course of years Mr. Mtiller has
made his shop into one of the best wagon and coach making works in the
city, fulfilling all modem demands. In 1869 Mr . Mtiller began his first
marriage, with Miss Wilhelmine Hain. After a happy marriage of 22 years,
producing three children, he lost her through death in 1891.
Two years later he married a second time, the marriage remained
childless, and his wife died after several strokes in September 1897.
Mr. Mi.iller takes an intense interest in society life. Since 1871 he has
been a member of the Swiss Society, holding the office of vice president for
a year and that of president for a year. He is also trustee of the
administrative council of the North American Grtitli League and has
belonged to the Harugaris for the last 18 years and to the Order of the I. 0.
F. 6 since 1889. At this moment he is president of the central committee of
the I. 0. of Foresters of Cleveland. Mr. Mi.iller is generally respected and
loved for his dependable nature.

Arnold Moser
Arnold Moser, present president of the Swiss Society, Cleveland, Ohio,
was born on 16 March 1837 in Burgdorf, Canton Bern, Switzerland. He
received his education in the capital city of Bern, where he attended the best
schools and received a foretaste of military life as a member of the famous
Bern cadets. On arriving at military age he took the first two courses in the
Swiss Military School in Thun as an aspirant for an officer's position in

6

Independent Order of Foresters , a fraternal benefit and insurance society; Axelrod, ibid .,
89.
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artillery, but in the same year (1859) he bade farewell to his fatherland to
seek his fortune in the promised land of America.
A remarkable coincidence should be mentioned. He left his father's
house on a Friday, on a Friday his ship took to sea, on a Friday exactly six
weeks after his departure he landed in New York, and despite the silly
superstition he is still living happily and contentedly.
After working his first summer (1860) on a farm, he found a job in
Millersburg, Ohio, working in a grocery and hardware business until the
great war agitation left him no peace and he joined up on 13 September
1862. He was recruited into Company C in the 67th Regiment, Ohio
Volunteers, where many friends had already gone in December 1861. With
his regiment he participated in General Butler's campaign against
Charleston, S.C., trouble and want in the Peninsula and in continuing battles
on the south side of the James River until the taking of Petersburg and
Richmond, Va.
Certainly the bloodiest and most dreadful experience for him was the
nighttime attack on 16 July 1863 on Fort Wagner at the entry to the harbor
of Charleston, S.C. The night was totally dark, and the stormers had to steer
themselves exclusively by the flashes of the fortress guns. His company
received so many losses that only 29 officers and men were capable of
taking part, of which only 13 returned uninjured, a loss of over 59 percent
dead, wounded and captured. On another occasion at Darbytown behind
Richmond, in a failed bayonette charge on the enemy dug in in the woods,
he dragged a wounded comrade back from the battle at great personal risk,
although the friend died of his wounds shortly after in the hospital at
Fortress Monroe.
During the entire three years of war service, despite all the hardships,
he was not sick for an hour nor seriously wounded, although he took part
in innumerable skirmishes. As a result of being soaked and overstressed, he
did lose part of his hearing. After the end of the war he was in an iron goods
business in Canton , Ohio, for five years, moving to Cleveland in 1870,
where he happened to find an opening as a letter carrier that he held until
1885. He has now been working for seven years as a bookkeeper with the
Wagner Manufacturing Co.
As one of the founders of the Swiss Society of Cleveland , Ohio, in
1872, he contributed greatly to the success of the society through restless
activity and tenacity , as well as to the flourishing of the local Swiss colony.
For 17 years he held the office of recording and corresponding secretary,
and for the last 4 years that of president. As a passionate singer he was a
member of the Grtitli League singing society, which existed before the
establishment of the Swiss Society, and since then he has belonged to the
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Swiss men's chorus. He is an honorary member of the Swiss Turner
Society. He also feels, however, that it is high time to take a deserved
retirement and leave the field to younger men.
Mr. Moser has belonged to the Order of Odd Fellows since 1868. He
lives in happy marriage with Katharina Simon of Wetzlar, Prussia, and
enjoys a family of eight children, all well raised and of which most are
already married.

Gottlieb Strasser
Born in 1848, on 25 May, in Wangen, Canton Bern, Switzerland, he
came with his parents as a boy of six to America, directly to Cleveland.
Here his father established himself on Center Street and was murdered in
front of his own door by a bold hooligan .
At the age of 12 Gottlieb entered a cigar factory as an apprentice, and
he worked until 1870 as a laborer in various businesses. In that year he
received the position of foreman in the important cigar business of F. C.
Kelsy, which he held for ten years, then becoming a salesman in a
wholesale tobacco business. During the last 16 years he has held the
position of a foreman in the Standard Tobacco & Cigar Co. on St. Clair
Street. As a child arriving in the country, growing up in a setting in which
speaking German was scorned and working continually with non German
speaking workers, it was hardly possible for Mr. Strasser to express himself
in his mother tongue when he was 20. It was around this time that Mr.
Strasser joined various German associations, refreshing his forgotten
treasury of language through dealing with other Germans. For many years
a member of the Social Turner Society, the German Harugaris and the
Order A. 0. U. W. 7 , he was moved in 1882 to enter the Helvetia Society,
which later changed its name to the Swiss Mens' Chorus. His long
slumbering national feeling awoke, and Mr. Strasser spared no efforts to
help local Swiss organizations to the full extent of his powers. Elected a
delegate, he managed to bring together the two associations on the East
Side, the Helvetia Men's Chorus and the Griitli Singing Club into the
present Swiss Men's Chorus. The fact that he enjoyed the good wishes and
friendship of society members was demonstrated by the fact that they gave
him as a gift of their respect a walking stick with a gold head.
At the singing festival during the course of this summer of the Swiss
American Central Singing Society, which had been founded in Sandusky

7
Ancient Order of United Workmen, a fraternal beneficiary society for white men; see
Axelrod, ibid., 249.
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on Thanksgiving day, 1896, when Cleveland was designated as the next
festival site, Mr. Strasser functioned as festival president.
Mr. Strasser is also honorary member of the Swiss Turner Society. He
has been president of the Men's Chorus for the last four years after being
financial secretary for nine years, and each time he was elected
unanimously . As a passionate singer he participated in the great singing
festivals in Louisville, Cincinnati , Chicago and Pittsburgh. Mr. Strasser also
takes an active interest in politics , belonging for the last three years to the
Republican County Central Committee of the 36th ward. He has already
been a supervisor in his precinct ,for two years.
On 2 October 1870, Mr. Strasser married Miss Maria E. Gelb, born in
Cleveland to German parents , from which union seven children have
sprung, five sons and two daughters. It was granted to Mr. Strasser and his
wife to celebrate their silver anniversary on 2 October 1895 in their family
circle, surrounded by their children, who all enjoy the greatest well being.

Lorenz F. Wilhelm
The universally praised, accomplished teacher Mr. Lorenz F. Wilhelm,
who retired after long and praiseworthy effort in June 1897, was born in
1822 in Schiers, Canton Grisons, Switzerland. He had an education in the
elementary school and then attended the teacher ' s seminary in Schiers and
later the seminary in Zurich , from which he graduated to pursue the
profession he had chosen.
His first position as a teacher , in which he did not long remain , was at
the school in his place of birth. From there he came to Spitzen, where he
taught seven months a year, as the schools were closed during summer and
fall . At the same time he held office as a Verrnittler, which means the same
as justice of the peace, over 17 years. To improve his situation , Mr.
Wilhelm emigrated to America, where he first held a position in one of the
church schools in Louisville, Kentucky. After a year he moved to
Cleveland, receiving a position as teacher in the church school at the corner
of Scovill Avenue and Greenwood Street. Here he was active for two years.
Then he took a position at the Independent German School Community ,
which he headed as teacher until 1871. About this time, German instruction
became obligatory in the public schools, and Mr. Wilhelm became one of
the first teachers of German . During the first six months he taught at the
Mayflower School, and he was then moved to the Case A venue School,
where he served profitably until his retirement.
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In 1891 he lost his wife, born Barbara Kleiner from Hirtzel, Canton
Ztirich, from which marriage six children, four sons and two daughters,
were born, who are all still alive.
Besides his activities as a schoolmaster, Mr. Wilhelm finds time to
make efforts as an author, and several of his pamphlets have been published
under his nom de plume of Florwil; Unterschied zwischen den
Staatsverfassungen der Vereingten Staaten und der Schweiz [Difference
Between the State Constitutions of the United States and Switzerland], Der
goldene Mittelweg flirt Temperenzler und Nichttemperenzler [The Golden
Middle Way Between Temperance and NonTemperance], and others, have
been well received.
The retirement of Wilhelm from teaching was generally regretted by his
colleagues, but on the other hand he had deserved a rest after long labors in
one of the most difficult and trying of all professions.
While other employees of the municipality may retire and receive a
pension after a certain number of years, however, this has not been achieved
for teachers so that they might look forward to the evening of life without
concern. With his retirement, a part of Cleveland's school history has been
ended.
May the old man long enjoy his life's evening in the circle of his
friends, and may those who enjoyed his guidance always hold him in their
good thoughts.

Joseph L. Hitz
In the youthful age of 14, in the company of his parents and siblings,
Mr. Hitz left his homeland, lovely, romantic Switzerland, and came with
them to America in August 1853 directly to Cleveland. Born on 18
December 1838 in Ober Sackingen, Canton Aargau, he attended the local
public schools and received a rather good education. On arriving here he
worked for several years in various branches of business, learning wood
carving in 1855, and working in this craft until 1862, joining the 103rd
Ohio Volunteers as a fighter for the cause of the Union after the outbreak
of the war. On 27 June 1864 he was rather seriously wounded by being
grazed on the head by a bullet in a picket skirmish near the Battle of
Kenessaw Mountain, which caused him to be taken to the hospital in
Knoxville, Tenn. The wound was not yet quite healed when he received two
months leave, and after the hospital physician had convinced himself that
he could bind his wound himself, he was allowed to leave. Unfortunately,
although the wound seemed healed, afterpains set in, tormenting Mr. Hitz
even now in his advanced age, particularly when the temperature changes
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol40/iss2/8
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suddenly. After his discharge in 1865, he returned to his earlier occupation
of woodcarving until two years later (1867), when he opened a bakery and
grocery store in Newburg in partnership with Mr. John Pfeiffer under the
name of Pfeiffer & Hitz. In 1876 Mr. Hitz bought out his partner, and he ran
an extended grocery business until 1888, when he passed it to his two sons,
A. J. and E. R. The eldest son runs it to the present day with great success.
For two years, until 1890, Mr. Hitz rested from his labors and concerns,
which is to say he kept to himself. But he could not remain inactive for
long, for he had to occupy himself, and so he entered the insurance business
of J. L. Rice & Co ., corner of Superior Street and Seneca Street, and since
then he has been active in this specialty.
In 1886 he made a visit lasting three months to his old homeland along
with Mr. Wm . Laub, seeing the greatest cities of Germany and Switzerland.
He still likes to tell of the pleasant hours passed there.
Mr. Hitz takes an active role in political and social matters . Although
a strict, convinced Democrat, he was elected in 1883 as a member of the
city council from the old predominantly Republican 18th ward due to his
great popularity . Her was one of the founders of the Newburg Men's
Chorus, which used to take a prominent role in social circles in Cleveland.
It was , so to speak, the collecting point of Democrats in Newburg. He was
one of the first members of the Swiss Support Society and belongs to the
German Pioneer Society.
In 1861 Mr. Hitz married Miss Winzenried, from his homeland, born
in Canton Bern. Their marriage , darkened by no clouds, produced seven
children, of which four sons and two daughters still live.
Mr . Hitz is proud of his origins and through his characteristic conduct
has attracted the respect of his fellow citizens of whatever nationality or
political party .

Jacob Hirt
In the romantic city of Schaffhausen on the Rhine, Mr. Hirt first saw the
light of day on 13 May 1854. He attended the Volksschule and Realschule
until he was 14. After an apprenticeship at a mechanic ' s shop , in which he
dedicated himself particularly to machines, he went on the road for three
years , working in the larger places in Switzerland and South Germany. He
returned home to do his military service, and after that was completed he
pursued his profession in his native city . In 1881 he came with his wife and
three children directly to Cleveland and as a well qualified worker
immediately found employment in his specialty at Peck, Stowe & Wilcox
General Hardware & Tinners Tools, the second largest business of this sort
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in the entire country. For years he has held the post of foreman in one of the
special departments of the company.
On 7 December 1876 Mr. Hirt married Miss Gisel from Wichingen,
near Schaffhausen, and five children were produced by the marriage.
Since 1883 Mr. Hirt belongs to the I. 0. F. of Cleveland; for two years
he was president of the order and five years secretary of the central
committee of the I. 0. F. Since 1887 he has been a member of the Swiss
Society, of which he is currently vice president, and he has every
expectation of becoming president at the next election, as the present
president, Mr. Moser, is tired of office. Mr. Hirt is also a passive member
of the Swiss Men's Chorus and a member of the Swiss Support Society.
In the best years of his life, of large stature, with a pleasant, appealing
appearance and endowed with a considerable gift for entertaining
conversation, it is inevitable that he will win a great number of friends in all
circles.

Gottlieb Miiller
Gottlieb Muller was born in Niederhipp, Canton Bern, on 3 December
1861. He attended the local Volksschule until confirmation, and he
apprenticed as a baker, where he remained for three years. In 1878,
immediately after the end of his apprenticeship, he emigrated to America
and settled in our city. On his arrival, it was not hard for him to find work
in his profession as a capable journeyman baker, but after a year he went to
work at the Schupbach Restaurant on Bank Street as a helper, which
position he held for seven years with honor. In 1886 he established his own
business, and he has run a very respectable and well run inn combined with
a restaurant for the last seven years at the comer of Seneca and Literary
Street.
In September 1882 he married Miss Emma Schmidt, born here a
daughter of German parents, and he is now father of two nice children.
Mr. Muller takes an intense interest in German societies, which can be
seen from the following. He a member of the Concordia Support Society,
the Swiss Society, the I. 0. F. of Cleveland, the Knights of Pythias 8 , the
Swiss Men's Chorus, the Swiss Turner Society, the Germania Turner
Society, and the Swiss Aid Society.
Mr. Gottlieb Mtiller is a very modest man and enjoys the respect not
only of his own compatriots but in all circles he encounters.

8

Knights of Pythias [Phintias] , a secret society for government clerks ; see Axelrod , ibid. ,
153.
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